ASSOCIATION REPORTS – SEPTEMBER 2016
BODMIN

The year started off well in January with a Burns Night. Unfortunately numbers were not strong. There had been a visit to France which had been enjoyed. Suggestions for a BBQ and participation in the carnival had drawn blanks.
June Thomas

CALLINGTON
It has certainly been a busy Spring and Summer with twinning events coming thick and fast. Where they have taken place outside the weather has generally been kind, and support for them has been really good.

April saw the Annual Quiz and the number of competing teams was more than healthy.

Twinners were once again out in force in April at the annual Community Day and maintained our presence in the town, attracting a good flow of people to our stall and, yes, even signing up some new members!

At the end of April the Spring Plod & A Pint took place, offering members a healthy stroll through our wonderful countryside before putting back on all the lost calories with a meal at lunchtime.
May brought along the annual MayFest and twinners’ involvement in hosting Breton dancers from Landerneau, which lies just a short way to the east of Guipavas.  Dañserien an Elorn were recommended to the MayFest committee by friends in Guipavas and they turned out to be just what we wanted. We could not have wished for more enthusiastic dancers and they certainly fulfilled every wish. Having arrived on Thursday evening, they spent all day Friday visiting local primary schools where they showed off their magnificent costumes and also gave demonstrations of their dancing and singing. So enthused were the children that they needed no encouragement to get up and join in with a number of circle dances.

An evening BBQ was enjoyed by all the Breton dancers and musicians along with their hosts, and even during an evening of relaxation the Bretons could not sit still for long and were soon up dancing on the patio! A full Saturday spent at the MayFest celebrations was followed by a party in the evening for everyone involved in the hosting and on Sunday a magnificent day was spent at Cotehele where they once more entertained visitors to the house and gardens, dancing in front of the house and down on the quay, before finally heading off to Millbay.
The TCC annual Boules competition in June started with the Callington team hoping to make it three-in-a-row as County champions. The day could not have got off to a worse start as a sound thrashing by Torpoint with an embarrassing score of 0-13 saw Callington’s hopes evaporate. They did redeem themselves by not losing another game during the day. The one consolation was that our first round opponents came out as eventual champions.  No bad feelings - honest!

 

July’s Callington Carnival turned out to be a right, royal occasion when twinners went to great lengths and managed to arrange the arrival in Callington of not just one member of the royal family but a whole gaggle. We gained 3rd place, a well deserved reward for all their hard work.

This year’s visit to Guipavas was touched with sadness, just weeks before it was due to take place, with the news that the Guipavas Twinning Chairman had died suddenly. The former Chairman stepped in to take over the reins and he and the rest of the committee, with support of the Mairie, ensured that all went off well.
The main group arrived in time for many to go into Brest to enjoy the National Holiday firework display. On the Friday visits were offered to the new médiathèque (a real eye-opener for us poor Brits at a time when we are closing libraries) and to Landerneau to enjoy the town’s sights and to visit a stunning Marc Chagall exhibition.
The main thrust of the visit was to celebrate the 30th anniversary of twinning between Guipavas and Barsbüttel and in the afternoon a ceremony was held to lay wreaths at the war memorial. This was made even more poignant as it followed the Nice terrorist attack which had happened the previous day and a two-minute silence was held to mark this tragedy. The day ended with a civic reception and an evening meal where guests and hosts could sit down together and enjoy a meal and excellent entertainment.
On Sunday many of the German party had to set off for home but the remaining families enjoyed a day in the northern part of Brittany when we visited the area where the oil tanker Amoco Cadiz ran aground in 1978, a food fair for lunch and the intriguing village of Ménéham where we all enjoyed the warm sunshine, an ice cream or a beer, some Breton dancing and, for some of our hardier members, even a dip in the sea!
All the hard work recently put into the medical information sheets was fully vindicated when one of our members spent the whole weekend checking out the services at Morlaix hospital having been taken suddenly unwell just 15 minutes after leaving Millbay on the outward journey.
Our last event was the annual safari supper which proved to be very enjoyable and successful.
 
Rick Lumley

LAUNCESTON

The Launceston Association has had a busy year.  The undoubted highlight was a great gathering over the weekend of 8-11 April when we entertained our Plestin twins.
For the first time-ever, the French needed a 75-seater coach to accommodate their party and the visit involved several new families from both sides of the Channel. It was the first time Plestin has visited us under the new, alternate year visits rota, so it was good to see that interest does not seem to be waning.

We split into two groups for our organised visits on the Saturday – one group going to Paignton Zoo in the French coach and another for a trip up the River Dart to Greenway with Tilley’s Coaches.  After a day free with families on Sunday, the evening dinner and dance was sold out and the town hall was literally full to capacity (180).
Activities
Our regular French film and meal evenings are still proving popular and, after a summer break, return this month.  Our activities so far this year have included two walks (Rough Tor and Bude coast), a wine and wisdom evening and our annual coffee morning.  A Call My Bluff evening is among events planned for this autumn.
Website, newsletters and now Facebook 
This summer saw the introduction of a Facebook site for twinners and that is being used to remind people of up-coming events and share feedback.  The website continues to average about 90 visits a month with an average of about 300 page views a month.  The record month was April – after the visit from the Plestinais.  The newsletter is published monthly and all but three are now distributed electronically.

Patty Taylor

LISKEARD

The Mayor of Quimperlé was coming to Liskeard the week after the TCC meeting, which would be good, although he was in Cornwall as Vice-Chair of Finistère Council. He was heading a delegation talking with Cornwall Council on economic matters. 

There seemed to be renewed interest in twinning in Liskeard, although how strong remained to be seen.

Roger Holmes

LOSTWITHIEL

This year we went to visit our friends in Pleyber Christ on the weekend of 6th-8th May. We had 31 adults and eight children and this included our two new families who thoroughly enjoyed themselves. We visited Ploumanac’h and a telecommunications exhibition which was very interesting and had a lot of exhibits which the children could play with. In the evening there was a splendid meal with copious amounts of drink consumed with speeches and singing. Sunday was spent with the host families and all too soon it was time to board the ferry for home.
On 17th July Lostwithiel held its annual regatta Day where we had a stall with information about the Twinning Association. Many people were quite interested and we think that another family will be joining us.
We held our ever popular safari supper on 13th August and this went very well. On Sunday 2nd October we will have a French bingo and lunch. We hope that this will prove to be another popular event.

The 29th October will be our skittles afternoon/evening. In the afternoon the children all have to go and show us how good they all are. In the evening it is the adults who show that they are not so good, but a few glasses of wine will have probably been consumed by then. That’s our excuse anyway!

Our Christmas lunch will be held on 3rd December at the Restormel Hotel.
Anne Smee
NEWQUAY

Since the last meeting of the TCC Newquay Twinning Association has undertaken its biennial trip to Dinard. 37 members participated in the trip which took place from 20th-24th May. As usual we were well hosted by the Lord Russell Association, which organised two excursions for us to the Ferme Maritime at Cancale and to Les Sept Iles at Perros-Guirec.

On Saturday 21st a plaque was unveiled at the Headquarters of the Lord Russell Association to Ron Frankel, honorary British Consul in Brittany and co-founder of the Newquay/Dinard twinning, who had died earlier in the year. At the Gala Dinner we presented the Dinard President with our new Association flag and a wooden flag-holder.

Just after our trip to Dinard we held our AGM. There are no changes to the officers or committee for 2016/7.

On the subject of Gala dinners, we hold a formal dinner each time the Dinard party are with us, usually at one of the large Newquay hotels. Next year’s is already booked at the Atlantic Hotel, and will cost our association around £1800. This money has to be raised by our association, which is the reason for our many fundraising events. We have held a Summer Buffet in August, and will hold a Caribbean Evening in October, and a Christmas Party. We aim to raise £5000 in a two-year cycle which will be spent almost entirely on hospitality for the twinning visit.

Brian Battye

REDRUTH
What would we do without our wine tombolas to raise funds?  St Piran’s Day in March, Murdoch Day in June, and again this September for Redruth Pasty Festival and Fun Day.
Our Breton visitors came in May and we had a successful and eventful few days. After a late arrival (almost midnight) we had an early start to catch the coach to the Eden Project.  The next day we toured Rodda’s creamery (and came away with lots of goodies) before attending the Civic Reception in the Council Chambers.  The younger and more active members visited Heartlands and lunched in the Red River Café.  The older and more infirm (!) put their feet up and rested ready for the evening buffet meal which was followed by horse racing (horses’ heads, oversized dice and a large track board).  Horse racing is something we usually do as a fundraiser, but on this occasion it was a ‘funraiser’ as we used washers as coins to place bets on the horses.
Saturday was Flora Day and most people went by car to enjoy the spectacle and the singing.  That evening we dined at the Inn for All Seasons with more singing of traditional Cornish songs.  Sunday was a ‘family day’ before leaving to catch the overnight ferry home.

Lilian Polkinghorne

ST IVES
During July, a party of twelve members from St Ives made a trip to visit our friends in Camaret-sur-Mer in Brittany.  Our visit coincided with the Brest Maritime Festival and we had a splendid, if exhausting, day enjoying the delights of this huge event. We were also wonderfully entertained by our hosts with various social events, meals and visits to local places of interest.  We have formed such close bonds with our friends in Camaret and look forward to a reciprocal visit next year.

Also this summer, we played hosts to an art exchange student from our sister city, Laguna Beach in California.  This has been in the planning for some time and we were delighted to welcome Nina Ulett (age 22) who stayed in St Ives for three weeks.  We organised a full programme for her visiting places such as the Eden Project, the Minack Theatre, Mousehole and Penlee Museum in Penzance etc.  Nina was also given studio facilities so that she could produce a body of work during her stay.  At the end of her
visit, an exhibition was held of her oil paintings - all of which were sold!

We now have to get busy organising a competition for a St Ives student to make a similar visit to Laguna Beach next summer. They will need to do a certain amount of fund-raising themselves, but Rotary have generously offered to help with some of the travel costs. This is such an exciting art project for our two towns and so appropriate as we are both important art centres.
Sally MacCabe

SALTASH

This year we have had the Mayfair in Saltash where we had a stall and encouraged folk to join us, followed  a couple of days later by the Mayor choosing ceremony on the Thursday which was attended by representatives of our twin town as well as other international guests. The new Mayor is Hilary Frank whose father was a previous Chair of our group and is much missed.
Another couple of hours later (!) the rest of our Breton friends arrived.  They were taken by coach to Charlestown and spent the day there on the Friday; on the Saturday a visit to Dartington Hall gardens, which were marvellous at that time. A visit to the Cider press centre followed for refreshments before returning to Saltash for an official reception at the local secondary school. The mayor and her family attended, gifts were exchanged, the buffet was superb, the entertainment tuneful (Burraton male voice group) and very energetic (Cornish Wreckers morris group)! Sunday was a day to relax, so I took the coach-driver via the bridge and Torpoint ferry round the hair-raisingly narrow and precipitous lanes of that peninsula, including Kingsand and Cawsand. Lots of comments about not getting the coach round here!! The group caught the overnight ferry home and another successful visit concluded.

Saltash Regatta and the  Cornwall Boules competition occurred on the same weekend, so we had a stall on Saturday and sold as many raffle tickets as possible and enjoyed the gig racing, and on Sunday sent a couple of teams to Truro to do their best! An earlier practice session had been a very pleasant afternoon but not sure how effective it was.

Summer holidays have been quiet but we have just had a car treasure hunt round the lanes and by-ways of south east Cornwall organised by our treasurer. The sun even came out as we struggled to read signs, identify views and find the last train to Plymouth on a Saturday! Thank you, Ian.

In due course we have our AGM in November and expect the committee will probably remain as this year, but who knows, we may have fresh volunteers from the new members!

TRURO-BOPPARD
We have had a good year. The climax was a visit from our friends from Boppard who stayed with us for the last weeks of August. Visits like this are always a worrying time: will the funds last out? What freebies can we find! Have we taken them there before?
Eight came by Ryanair via Newquay Airport. This service has been resurrected, because the airport no longer charges the airline a fiver for each passenger.
This being the twenty-fifth anniversary, the Burgomaster of Boppard and his wife came to celebrate with us. They arrived on Sunday and were welcomed by our Mayor to a generous Coffee and Sandwich lunch.
During the week we visited micro-breweries, National Trust houses and gardens and entertained them with Cornish songs - in Cornish. We included a visit to the Knowledge Centre where dentists gain experience   and instruction.

This visit is considered by most folk to be the best so far. We all enjoyed the week. We did have assistance from our Council. We set the limit at £1500, and hope to get away with under £1200.

Hope to see you soon and thank you for your help.

Alan and Erica

 TRURO-MORLAIX

We had a very successful trip to Morlaix in early June and the trial of the forms went well. Some were reluctant to list their medication and it was suggested that each person kept a list in their passports.  We were well hosted by our Morlasian friends and had a varied and interesting visit.

Our cream tea in early July went well and was a successful fundraiser.

We have the Eddie Jones Boules Tournament on Sunday 4th September and are to welcome our French guests on 22nd September.

An immersion is planned for the end of October with up to 10 from TMTA going to Morlaix.

We have planned our November Social and are looking to post-Christmas meal in January.

Alison Mandeville
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