ASSOCIATION REPORTS – SEPTEMBER 2019
CALLINGTON
Our May visit to Barsbüttel was, as ever, a delight and provided the opportunity to meet up not only with our German partners but also a delegation from Guipavas. The cultural activities included a visit to the Bismarck Museum and the social aspect was magnificently covered. The weekend allowed officers of the three associations to discuss forthcoming activities and it was excellent news for all when the offer was made by Barsbüttel to host another Youth Camp in 2020. These had proved so successful over a long period in the early years of the 21st century and it was hoped that funding would be available from European sources.
May also saw a successful BBQ afternoon as well as our support for the Callington MayFest when we hosted Breton dancers and musicians and also introduced them to the wonders of the annual Callington Civic Ceremony.

In June our intrepid boules players were convincingly beaten by a far better team from Saltash, but our throwing technique was further tested at our Smite & Strawberries afternoon. This was a new venture and was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended – even if it did reveal some previously hidden strong combative traits amongst some of the players!
We are looking forward to a safari Supper in September and in November our Annual Dinner which will have a German theme as it coincides with the 30th anniversary of the Fall of the Wall, and also our renowned Annual Quiz.
Sue Lumley

CALSTOCK

As we think ahead to next year, we have our 30th Anniversary visit to plan. I am pleased to report that we have maintained a core of loyal members over the years and this year have welcomed a couple of new members. We’ve had interest from a few others too so we hope to be able to welcome a good crowd when our Saint Thuriau friends come in May next year. Recruiting new members (and those willing to take on lead responsibilities) remains a

challenge as is the case for many fellow groups. We still believe it is such a worthwhile association that offers wonderful opportunities of friendship and cultural exchange, if only more families would give it a try! I do believe family life is different in many ways to the way things were 30 years ago and we do perhaps have to adapt accordingly to try and engage younger families and other members. I know sometimes finance is a barrier, also the pressures of time out of school for youngsters when dates don’t fit with school holidays.
This year 27 Calstock Parish twinners participated in a wonderful weekend in Brittany which included a very interesting visit to the Keroman Submarine Base in Lorient as well as a celebratory evening with Breton music and dance entertainment (and tuition!) - not to mention the generous hospitality of our hosts!
We were also proud to present a gift of a large print of a painting by Ken Bell from Latchley who was involved in the twinning for many years and wanted to donate the picture. It will hang in the library in St Thuriau.

Shortly after our visit to France a small group of CPTA members formed two teams to represent us in the recent Cornwall Twinning Boules competition. Both teams reached the semi-finals and really enjoyed the day!

We worked hard with our fund-raising last year knowing we would have much to prepare for with the 30 th anniversary visit. We held the usual coffee mornings, craft days, social suppers, raffles and ceilidh. We are busy planning for the months ahead and thinking about venues, visits and catering to make our 30th anniversary a special one.
Louisa Marsh

LISKEARD

In Liskeard there are interested people but, of those who might have done so, no-one seemed willing to take a lead.
Roger Holmes

LOSTWITHIEL

I have little to add to our report given at January's meeting except to say that our coffee morning held earlier this month was extremely successful.  We are hosting our 40th Anniversary exchange visit in June (14th - 16th) and are 

Nick Warrick
NEWQUAY

2019 has so far been a very good year for our association, with a record number of members joining, and excellent numbers at our social events.
Brian Battye

TRURO-MORLAIX
As reported in the April TCC report, we are celebrating the 40th Anniversary of Twinning with Morlaix

this year. The planned official visit by the French took place successfully in May, with 29 visitors hosted by our

members plus official visitors from Morlaix and the neighbouring communes of Plourin, St Martin

des Champs and Ste Sève. Together with our own mayor (Bob Smith, an active and very supportive

member) we had 4 Mayors and 1 deputy Mayor at the reception and dinner, which was also

attended by the vice Lord Lieutenant of Cornwall. The visiting Mayors also took part in much of the

weekend’s programme. The programme focused on Truro and the immediate district, and we had a

very positive feedback from the French visitors.
We have continued with our social activities, with the Eddie Jones boules competition and Barbecue

on 25th August, and a Quiz Night planned for November. We have our own official return visit to

Morlaix in September, with 25 members participating; the Mayor of Truro will be there for the

official reception at the Hotel de Ville on Saturday 21st Sept. We are hoping that this visit will mark

the start of a book exchange between our library and the Morlaix one, which we have been planning

for some time.
We are trying to raise awareness of Twinning amongst the general population. We had an article and

photo in the Truro magazine in May, and a report of the twinning visit published in the West Briton.

The entrance to Truro still has the embankment at Trafalgar roundabout decorated with ‘Truro – 40

– Morlaix’ and the Breton flag flying. During the French visit in May we recorded an interview at

Radio Cornwall, which was broadcast on Sat 18th May. We currently have a display on Twinning,

jointly with Truro-Boppard, in Truro library. We have suggested to the editor of Cornwall Today that

the magazine could publish an article on twinning, and I believe this will be in the October edition;

the editor has done an interview with Hervé Bernard (the French twinning Président) to get some

French input into it. I tried to encourage her to include information about Twinning in Cornwall more

generally, rather than just focusing on Truro, but I have no idea whether that will be reflected in the

article. We have also revamped a publicity brochure which we are distributing as widely as possible.

We are slowly recruiting new members, and hope that some of the activities described in the

previous paragraph will encourage others to join.
Margaret George
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