ASSOCIATION REPORTS – APRIL 2015
BODMIN FRENCH

On 14 November a group of us went to Trethorne Leisure Park to play 10-pin bowling and have a meal. Some also enjoyed some of the other facilities.
On 16 January we organised a quiz evening in The Hole in the Wall in Bodmin.

We thought we had our bank problems sorted, but we are back to square one again with our bank statements being sent to one of our past treasurers. This was after the other officers all went to the bank to be checked by them.

Our AGM will be on Tuesday 3 March. A lot of work is in progress for the French visit to us in May. More details to follow.

June Thomas

LAUNCESTON

A total of 69 adults and children are set to make the visit to Plestin this year during the bank holiday weekend, 1 – 4 May.  A total of 61 will travel by coach and the others will make their own way by car. 

This will be the first year that there have not been formal exchanges from both sides of the Channel. However, although the formal French visit to Launceston will now take place in 2016, there are many Plestin families who plan to continue to come over annually and will be visiting later this year.


As we will be hosting our French twins every other year, the drive for fund-raising is not so great and so we are now on the look-out for interesting activities to build on the social side of twinning and keep the membership involved.

Activities
Our regular French film and meal evenings are still proving popular and have run on a monthly basis since the New Year. We started 2015 with two social/fund-raising activities – a wine and wisdom evening in January and, new to us, a Call My Bluff evening in February. We had an external quizmaster and two panels made up from members.  It was a great success and there were calls for another to be staged later in the year. In April we hosted a community coffee morning at the Central Methodist Hall.   

Website and newsletters 
Our website, launched in April 2013, has settled to about 200 visits each month, with peaks just before and just after major activities and also after The Packet (our newsletter) is published.

George Taylor
NEWQUAY

We are in the throes of finalising the visit of the French which is fast approaching and we are particularly busy at this time.

 

I have very little to report since the last meeting, apart from a wine & cheese evening which takes place tonight (Friday). There should be much to report at the next meeting.

Brian Battye
REDRUTH
At February’s AGM all the officers were returned as before.  Preparations have been made for a small coach party to go to Brittany in late April / early May.  Since then the Chairman suffered a stroke and decided that he should retire from the committee.  The Vice-Chairman Vanessa Moyle has taken over temporarily.  

There have been no events to report.

Lilian Polkinghorne

ST IVES

The St Ives & District Twinning Association are holding a 'Breton Night' at the St Ives Arts Club on Friday 24 April and are mailing all local societies and putting out publicity to lure people along!  We thought it would be a great opportunity to celebrate our close friendship with Camaret sur Mer and hopefully induce more folk to join our Association.  We attach a poster for the event and will report on the outcome at a future date.
Sally MacCabe
TORPOINT

 In January we held a candle-lit supper which, as always, was well supported. The menu was mozzarella and tomato starter, meatballs in a rich tomato sauce, lemon baked potatoes and French beans, followed by a variety of puddings. This event raised a good profit.

In March we had a Sunday Easter lunch. The theme was yellow, with daffodils on the table, in Easter Baskets, and serviettes to match. The menu was prawn cocktail; main course, beef in Guinness with new baby potatoes, carrots and French beans, with once again various desserts, several of them donated. Finally, coffee and mini Easter eggs.

We are at the moment, for our April event, planning a Medieval Banquet, trying to have things as authentic as possible, fancy dress, food, decor and games. It is being greeted with great enthusiasm!

Ongoing also are travel plans for our visit to Bénodet at the end of May. This year it is very short as we could not get in as a twinning group on the overnight ferry. So we now leave on the Friday early morning ferry and return on the Monday 3 o’clock ferry from Roscoff. We have asked France to book us a coach to meet the ferry and take us to Bénodet.
Janet Fincher

TRURO-MORLAIX

Since our last report we have enjoyed our Autumn social evening. This year we hired the Malpas Community Hall which has been recently renovated and is bright and airy. The committee worked hard in preparing a delicious meal of Beef Bourgignon with rice and baguettes to mop up the juices, followed by desserts and cheese.  As parking is very limited we arranged a shuttle taxi service from Boscawen Park. Unfortunately the second taxi failed to turn up for the return trip but so plan B was put into operation. As well as the eating and the chatter, we also had a quiz, prepared by Bill Anderson, in which half the questions were concerning Cornwall, and the other half to do with Brittany, so it stretched our knowledge somewhat but was very interesting. Everyone seemed to enjoy the evening.

On Sunday 11th January we had our New Year Lunch get-together. For the third year running we used the Penventon Park Hotel in Redruth. Plenty of parking, we had a room to ourselves, and the food was excellent – what’s not to like!

Our next event is our ‘Crêpe evening’ on Shrove Tuesday, February 17th. Our chairman, Jean Anderson, has become an expert at preparing a large number of crêpes in advance, which are enjoyed with various toppings in the comfort of her home. It has almost become a TMTA tradition to do this now, and is very popular.

Our AGM will be held in the City Hall on Thursday March 12th, and the next day a group from Morlaix are due to arrive for their immersion. We hear that twinning is becoming so well-publicised and popular at the Morlaix end that we could have a record number coming over in March – which could cause us a problem with hosting!

Val Flatt
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