ASSOCIATION REPORTS – FEBRUARY 2013
CALLINGTON
Our Oktoberfest celebrations in September (yes, we took our cue from the other one in Bavaria which is also held at the end of September) were an absolute hit and the Town Hall was packed with a very enthusiastic crowd who enjoyed Bavarian-style food and drink and took every opportunity to join in with the singing – as well as a Schuhplattler contest. The Town Band was absolutely wonderful and also entered fully into the spirit of the evening. It looks as if we have another fixed date in our social calendar.

October was also a month for fine dining when the annual Safari Supper took place, with enough support to require three sittings at the various venues. There was, however, place too in the month for a bit of culture when one of our local choirs, Canticorum, hosted their recently twinned choir from Barsbüttel, the partnership having developed during our last visit to Germany. 
In November we once again were forced into over-indulgence on the food front, as it was time for our annual dinner. After many years of straightforward French cuisine and a number of themed evenings based on various European countries we decided this year to take the advice of St Germans twinners and ventured into the realms of a Medieval Banquet. And what a night it was! Thanks, Ron and friends, for the great idea! 
There was still time in November for our annual quiz. We welcomed a team from Launceston amongst the teams and an excellent night was enjoyed by all.

In spite of New Year’s resolutions to eat less in 2013, Callington Twinners have failed miserably! The committee set the scene when it gathered for its annual Epiphany Supper to reward itself for all its hard work. This was excellent training for our next activity, when we celebrated for the 14th year an amazing Burns Night – the full works with piper, Selkirk grace, Address to the Haggis, a Reply from the Haggis, and the Immortal Memory – and not a few knobbly knees!
The twinning year is now over and we look forward to our visit to Germany in August. We wait with bated breath the numerous and vociferous inquiries to join the committee and to take on the leading roles in next year’s activities. Ah well, one can but dream!

Richard Lumley
LAUNCESTON

Looking back over a busy year

Forty-three twinners attended the annual general meeting of Launceston and District Twinning Association at the Eagle House Hotel, Launceston, on November 13 and heard that the association had had another enjoyable and busy year. Jill Whitechurch was unanimously elected as new chairman.  She takes over from Mike Macoun who stepped down after three ‘very enjoyable years’ in the hot seat. Mike’s final duty was to report on another successful year for the Twinning Association through a range of successful social and fund-raising events that ranged from a safari supper to running a brioche and coffee stall at the Rotary Market.
The July weekend when the Association entertained its Plestinais twins had been enjoyed by everyone with the dinner in the town hall being a major highlight and the weather being kind for an entertaining visit to Morwellham Quay. 

Treasurer Jean Mansell reported that the Association had a healthy balance of just over £3,000, from which will come the funds to entertain our visitors from Plestin next year.  

Secretary Jenny Birkett, summing up a very busy year, said it was not only the events that had taken place that has required a lot of organisation – the last-minute cancellation of the visit to Plestin meant a lot of extra work for the organisers in keeping members informed and then in getting payments reimbursed.

The meeting looked ahead to 2014 when the Association will celebrate 30 years of twinning with Plestin and it was agreed that to apply for a grant to Launceston Town Council so that special celebrations can be arranged to mark the anniversary.

Discussions were on-going with the Plestinais over the final details for the 2013 exchanges. There was overwhelming support for a proposal that the Launceston visit to Plestin should take place over the first May bank holiday weekend in 2013.  The proposal is to travel overnight on Friday, May 3, and return on the evening of Monday, May 6 (the bank holiday) – thus allowing two-and-a-half days in Plestin.  (This has since been confirmed by the Plestinais). It was anticipated that the Plestinais would visit Launceston as usual in July, but confirmation was awaited.

Members agreed that it was appropriate for the Association to be officially represented at the Remembrance Service in the town and the secretary would make arrangements for that to happen next year.


Events and highlights: As a result of the Brittany Ferries strike, publicity officer George Taylor arranged for BBC TV Spotlight to interview Chairman Mike Macoun who was filmed in the grounds of Launceston Castle. Local papers The Cornish and Devon Post and The Cornish Guardian each ran a sizeable story written by George's wife Patty, also a former journalist. The Plymouth Evening Herald expressed great interest, but we do not know when or if they used it.  All pieces promoted Launceston Twinning Association and Tilley's Coaches of Wainhouse Corner, Cornwall, our regular transporters who waived their cancellation fee.

Twelve issues of the Association’s newsletter, The Launceston and Plestin Packet, were produced, ranging from one page to four, including many coloured photographs of our activities. French film (with English sub-titles) and supper evenings are drawing growing audiences, five being arranged in the year.

Fund-raising and social gatherings: A coffee morning with a cake stall was held in a church hall in January; a wine and wisdom was very successful in February; the annual safari supper was enjoyed in April and members ran a coffee and brioche stall at the Victorian Market in the town square in June.

An entry about Launceston and District Twinning Association has been introduced on the town website, under Community Groups.

Membership is growing apace with eleven new members joining, children included.
REDRUTH AND DISTRICT TWINNING ASSOCIATION
2013 will be the 20th anniversary of Redruth’s twinning with Plumergat and Meriadec, two small towns in the south of Brittany, so the total proceeds from selling the TCC’s Lottery tickets were very welcome and proved to be the biggest fund raiser of 2012.

In November we ran a Beetle Drive, and in December we went to Country Skittles at Leedstown where we had a Christmas meal followed by an enjoyable session of 9-pin bowling.  For January we had planned to walk around Stithians’ Lake, but due to the wet conditions we went only part way and back again.  The ground was quite marshy in places and the mud was very s-l-i-p-p-e-r-y, but the sun shone, the chatter flowed, and we enjoyed an excellent lunch at the Golden Lion Lakeside Inn on our return.  The general consensus was that we should do more walks, so the next one is planned for March.  

Lilian Polkinghorne
RESTORMEL-DITHMARSCHEN TWINNING ASSOCIATION
Our proposed German themed evening and Quiz scheduled for November had to be cancelled approximately half an hour before commencement because of the tremendously heavy rain and flooding which caused many road access points to be closed. This has now been re-arranged for next month to coincide with our AGM.
The Association’s New Year Lunch held in January was well supported as we made our way to the Lanhydrock Golf and Country Club for one of their excellent carvery lunches. The sunshine enhanced the view across the lovely course, until we departed when a hail shower seemed to immediately drop the overall temperature as we made for the car park! But it was a most enjoyable lunch and event.

Our Committee meeting next week will be discussing future activities; plans for the 23rd Twinning Week, which we will be hosting between 31st August 2013 and 7th September 2013 and Membership.

Ebby Anstey
TORPOINT TWINNING ASSOCIATION
2012 was the year of our 25th Anniversary, which we celebrated with back- to-back visits. One big stride in our association is getting the local primary schools involved (now that French is on the curriculum). We have three schools in Bénodet prepared to link with our schools . One Torpoint school is corresponding with children of the same age, and another has joined us as an Associate Member.

In May……Torpoint was the first to be hosted in our anniversary year, on a four day visit. 

The day out in the programme was exploring central Brittany visiting churches, the village of Le Faou ( a supplier of timber in times gone by to the Port of Brest), the abbey of Landévennec, where we picnicked, the French War Ships’ Graveyard, Menez Hom (which was like standing on the top of the world).  The view was amazing. It was a very interesting day

June saw us joining in the Jubilee celebrations. We entered our local Carnival, which depicted Breton costume. We each created our own costumes.  We were proud to carry away first prize. 

June also saw our members practising hard for the Cornwall boules championship, in which we lost by a very narrow margin to our friendly rivals, Callington.

June also still saw us again in Boules mood, but this time encouraging our members to play. We held a friendly “Concours des Boules” with an interval where we stopped for a Bar-B-Q and very popular cream teas.

On 17th July a contingency of Bénodetois visitors came over to present a painting sent from the Mayor of Bénodet to our Mayor. This painting was to be hung in the Torpoint library.

July 28th we held our popular fundraising event, ”Salmon Strawberry and Sparkle Soiree“, at which we encourage smart dress. This, as always, gave us a good profit.

August Our next event was at the Mount Edgecombe Classic Car Rally, where we held a craft and bric-a-brac stall.

September came our turn to host and continue our 25th Anniversary celebrations.

Sadly this was marred a little by the strike of the French Brittany Ferry employees, who cut even shorter an already short weekend.

A programme had been arranged for a special visit to Antony House courtesy of The National Trust and Sir Richard Carew Pole. This event was to be on the Friday with complimentary cream teas provided. As our guests did not arrive until very late on the Friday night, the Trust Manager very kindly agreed to transfer the event to the Saturday morning. This was an excellent visit as it did not involve any travelling, and so saved greatly on the total cash outlay of the weekend. The visit was greatly enjoyed by our guests. It was laid on especially for the anniversary celebrations as a gift from the Carew-Poles.
The evening saw us all wearing DJs and evening gowns for our formal gathering, which took the form of a Mess Dinner at H.M.S. Raleigh. This proved very pleasing and of great interest to our French Guests. The after-dinner formal speeches were followed by dancing, and the cutting with a sword of an enormous celebration cake, made in the kitchens of H.M.S. Raleigh. Finally there were celebratory gifts presented by our Chairman.
The highlight of our weekend was the children of our schools. At our Mayoral reception, they delighted our French guests by talking about themselves in French, and singing for them.

In October was a Snail Race Evening, accompanied by a ”Pasty and Pud” supper, well attended and great fun.  An excellent fundraiser if a good number attend. Again we made a good profit.

November .We held a Christmas Crafts and Coffee morning, finishing around 10’clock, so that we could invite people to stop, or come in, for light lunches of bacon baps, soup and French bread, tea, coffee and cake. This always does well; we had a clear profit of £217.

December Our final event of 2012 was a Christmas lunch attended by 45 twinners. This was at a restaurant which gave our hard-working committee respite. The only job was to get names and numbers and arrange a draw, then to sit down and enjoy good food and good company.    VIVE LE JUMELAGE!!!

We hold our A.G.M. on the 15th Feb. so then there will be a lot of change to our top officers.
WADEBRIDGE LANGUEUX TWINNING ASSOCIATION
Report for the Year 2012

As always we had a busy and fun year. We had our AGM in March and the committee was re-elected on block. The

only real addition was the election of a Vice Chairman. The Officers remain the same - Maggie Mutton as Chairman, Adrian Jones as Vice Chairman, Angie Readfern as Secretary, Tony Wilce as Treasurer and Bill Lugg as President.

Our main fund raiser was our annual quiz. Brilliantly organized as usual by Jenny and Bill Lugg. David Bartlett was our Quiz Master and we enjoyed a pasty supper.
Main event of the Year

In May we received our friends from Langueux for a fun filled weekend. They arrived on the Friday evening and returned Monday Lunch time.

Saturday we had an exhibition of artwork and photographs depicting our Estuaries, both Wadebridge and Langueux. There were pictures from all ages, children and adult, including a short animation produced by St Minver Cubs. At the same time as the exhibition there was a treasure hunt around the town, so people could come and go as they wished with no feeling of being hurried. Lunch was a picnic at the and again people came and went freely. In the evening people were encouraged to get together in groups to entertain our guests. As most of our twinners have long established friendships it gave them time to enjoy and catch up with them - It also made it easy to bring in new twinners as we could make sure no one was left out.
Sunday morning was again left to individuals and friends to look after their guest and give them a traditional Sunday lunch or go out or whatever. As the weather was fab lots of people went walking or to the beach or cycling. We met up later for Cream Tea in the Town Hall, where we did the formal speeches etc. This was followed by a concert organized by Adrian Jones. Our French friends put on a turn - A Circus - Which was brilliant and extremely

funny. The English side included music from the Ship Wrecks and a Super Group of local musicians. This included Spot The Dog, The Fandangoes, Cy Parry, Lynette and Loraine, and Larnie House. A great time was had by all.

Monday we said our sad goodbyes with a promise of meeting up again soon.
In June a small group of us went to Langueux to take part in the Corrida. This is Langueux’s International Sporting Weekend. The Corrida translates to ‘Bull Fight‘ but I can assure you that there are no bulls involved at all. We took part in the 20km walk around the bay and watched the amateur 10km run. There are events for professional and amateur runners and also runs for children to take part in. We are setting up a joint Reading Club and are also working on a joint website (http://wadebridgelangueux.weebly.com ). Both these activities are works in progress.

The rest of the year was fairly quiet with individuals popping across on private visits to their families.

For 2013 we are planning:-
· The AGM

· Quiz

· Visit to Langueux in May

· The Corrida in June

· The Book / Reading Group

· Build on the Websites
