ASSOCIATION REPORTS – JANUARY 2015
BODMIN FRENCH

On 14 November a group of us went to Trethorne Leisure Park to play 10-pin bowling and have a meal. Some also enjoyed some of the other facilities.
On 16 January we organised a quiz evening in The Hole in the Wall in Bodmin.

We thought we had our bank problems sorted, but we are back to square one again with our bank statements being sent to one of our past treasurers. This was after the other officers all went to the bank to be checked by them.

Our AGM will be on Tuesday 3 March. A lot of work is in progress for the French visit to us in May. More details to follow.

June Thomas

LAUNCESTON

The Launceston Association has had a busy and happy year celebrating the 30th anniversary on both sides of the Channel with strong support from members for the anniversary activities. The final event took place on October 6 when – exactly 30 years to the day that Launceston signed its twinning charter with Plestin-les-Greves – a specially-commissioned painting of Plestin was formally unveiled by the Mayor, Cllr Dave Gordon, at the Town Hall. The painting was a present from the Plestin twinners.

Activities
Our regular French film and meal evenings are still proving popular and the murder mystery night in November attracted a full house and good feedback. We started the New Year with a well-supported wine and wisdom evening.

At the annual Remembrance Sunday Parade and Ceremony we joined with other community organisations in laying a wreath at the War Memorial in the town square.

Annual General Meeting
After 30 years of reciprocal twinning exchanges with Plestin each year, our Plestin twinners have decided that they would now like to host a formal visit on alternate years but over a longer period. Several speakers at our AGM in November expressed their disappointment at the ending of annual formal trips which they felt had contributed to the strong ties between the towns.
Plestin has formally invited us over in 2015 and our visit will take place over the first bank holiday in May. They will make their formal visit to Launceston next year. Despite the decision on the formal visits, Launceston twinners are keen to continue with annual exchanges both ways and we understand many of our French hosts are also happy to maintain this regular contact. To this end, further, our committee drafted a letter for individual Launceston twinners to send to their own French ‘twins’ inviting them to visit informally in 2015.

Treasurer Jean Mansell reported that the association ended its financial year on 30 September with a healthy balance of £3,118. Copies of the recipe book “Bon appétit! - Bon anniversaire!”, compiled to celebrate our 30th anniversary, were on sale at the AGM.

Website and newsletters 
Our website, launched in April 2013, attracted 315 views in its first 30 days.  That has settled to about 200 visits each month, with peaks just before and just after major activities and also after The Packet (our newsletter) is published. We produced 18 newsletters in 2014.
George Taylor
NEWQUAY

The Association has held social and fundraising evenings since September, including a Curry Evening in October, a Christmas Party and A Burns' Night Supper in January. All were well attended and contributed greatly to our funds.

Our membership renewals in November saw an increase in membership. We now have 44 fully participating members prepared to host our visitors from Dinard, as well as 10 social members.
The party from Dinard arrives on May 7th with 40 participants. We have organised trips to Healey's Cyder Farm and St Michaels' Mount, a meal at Newquay Golf Club and our Gala Dinner at the Atlantic Hotel. We are also holding a special party on 8th May, which is VE Day and the 70th anniversary of La Liberation. In October Newquay Male Voice Choir gave two concerts in Dinard and they were well treated by the Lord Russell Association. The Choir is keen to reciprocate and will entertain the French whilst they are in Newquay.

Brian Battye
REDRUTH
Now that the annual Redruth Fun Day in Victoria Park has been moved from early August to the beginning of September, it clashes with the Gorseth celebrations and that means we have lost one of our main fund-raising days as we don’t have enough people left to man our food stall selling bacon baps / sausages / beef burgers and cups of tea /coffee.  Fortunately the selling of TCC lottery tickets by members partially filled the gap.

In September we met for a stroll around Burncoose Gardens and Plant Sales, but November’s walk around the Gwennap area had to be cancelled because heavy rain had left the area so muddy.

We booked Murdoch House (the first house in the world to be lit by gas!) to enjoy a beetle drive in the run up to Christmas.  A pleasant evening with a small profit, but it all helps.

Our well attended New Year lunch was held at the Sportsman’s Arms, Pencoys, Redruth.  £10 a head for a three course meal with a wide selection of dishes.  What a pity it is too far west for the TCC AGM!
Lilian Polkinghorne

ST IVES

The St Ives Town and District Twinning Association was re-established in a Special General Meeting in early 2013, following a proposal for a joint arts project  between our Breton Twin town of Camaret-sur-Mer and St Ives;  an invitation to become a sister town of Laguna Beach in California; and the resurgence of twinning activities with Mashiko in Japan.

St Ives artists were invited by Camaret to take part in a joint art project that involved producing any kind of artwork on identical, donated t-shirts. Firm links between our two towns were established when four representatives from St Ives visited Camaret to help stage a joint one-day exhibition of 256 T-shirts along the quay in August 2013. 

In September 2013 twelve visitors from Camaret came to St Ives and stayed with local families and future twinning events were discussed.

In June 2014 we hosted a reciprocal exhibition of the t-shirts all over St Ives for a weekend - in the Arts Club, in galleries and outside along the harbour front. This project was organised in collaboration with the St Ives Arts Club. Both twinning committees are now developing and considering all kinds of ideas for future projects. Exhibition exchanges, studio exchanges and residencies have been mentioned as well as more shared exhibitions, music projects and markets.

In the summer 2014 some of our members organized a work placement and accommodation for a young student from Camaret. This is a new development in the partnership between our two towns and something we would like to encourage in the future.
In September 2014 a group of 27 people from Laguna Beach in California visited St Ives. The visit included trips to the Tate Gallery, the Leach Pottery, other local galleries and some of the beauty spots in and around the town. At a formal ceremony and reception in the Guildhall the friendship agreement between our two towns was signed, and we are now officially a sister town of Laguna Beach.
Tassy Swallow, a St Ives surfer competing on an international level and member of our committee, is in the process of creating contacts with all three twinning towns in relation to developing surfing interests with children. She took a group of St Ives children to Camaret in 2014 and is planning further trips and reciprocal visits with the surf school in Camaret.
Also, there are reciprocal visits planned between some Camaret and St Ives schools and sports clubs. Links have already been established between St Uny School and the primary school in Camaret. Other plans for 2015 include a ‘French Evening’ in April with Breton and French food, music, films etc to raise funds and encourage support for future twinning activities, and a visit of St Ives people to Camaret in June.

Sally MacCabe
TORPOINT

In August we held a "Taste of France", which we now are going to have as an annual event. It was to create a really French atmosphere. French desserts were on sale.  There was a stall of French gateaux, croissants etc. for sale; stalls decorated in true French style; creative crafts for the children; a French word picture-matching table; a boules corner, and many other attractions. This event was to be held outdoors, but sadly the rain fell so we took it indoors, omitting some of the outside events, but still the event gave us a good profit of £400.

Early in September, when manning a twinning stall at the Mt Edgecumbe Classic Car Rally, we were offered the chance to show our twinning flag when we were invited to have a stall promoting our twin town and its Celtic links. A lot of interest was shown but sadly we gained no new members.


In October we held a Quiz and Pasty evening. No sooner was this over when in November we were preparing for the next two November events. The first proved very successful and once again we chose a French theme. We held a "Cinema, Cider and Crepes" Evening; this was very well received, and repeats of the event were requested. The second event was our annual "Christmas Crafts and Coffee" morning with light lunches - always good to increase the funds as it is good food and camaraderie that brings the people in to enjoy this sociable event on a cold November morning.


Another chance to gain PR was at a Christmas Tree festival held at our local parish church; we made ourselves and our activities known by putting photos of various events on baubles - national and regional flags and red, white and blue tree lights.

The year ended pleasantly with our Twinners Christmas Party well supported. The buffet for the evening was supplied and donated by the membership and it presented a groaning table. There were fun games chosen to entertain all ages as we had teenagers present. This month we held a "Candle-lit Supper" with a Greek theme: the menu and the tables were all decorated in Greek style - blue and white. On Friday  23rd we had our AGM and there is a change of officers but still the same TCC reps,  Janet and Eric Fincher

Our chairman now is Peter McLaren (pj_mclaren@btinternet.com); Eric Fincher is Vice Chair; Avril Donaldson is Secretary (avrilannd @hotmail.com)  and Janet Fincher is Treasurer.
TRURO-MORLAIX

Since our last report we have enjoyed our Autumn social evening. This year we hired the Malpas Community Hall which has been recently renovated and is bright and airy. The committee worked hard in preparing a delicious meal of Beef Bourgignon with rice and baguettes to mop up the juices, followed by desserts and cheese.  As parking is very limited we arranged a shuttle taxi service from Boscawen Park. Unfortunately the second taxi failed to turn up for the return trip but so plan B was put into operation. As well as the eating and the chatter, we also had a quiz, prepared by Bill Anderson, in which half the questions were concerning Cornwall, and the other half to do with Brittany, so it stretched our knowledge somewhat but was very interesting. Everyone seemed to enjoy the evening.
On Sunday 11th January we had our New Year Lunch get-together. For the third year running we used the Penventon Park Hotel in Redruth. Plenty of parking, we had a room to ourselves, and the food was excellent – what’s not to like!

Our next event is our ‘Crêpe evening’ on Shrove Tuesday, February 17th. Our chairman, Jean Anderson, has become an expert at preparing a large number of crêpes in advance, which are enjoyed with various toppings in the comfort of her home. It has almost become a TMTA tradition to do this now, and is very popular.
Our AGM will be held in the City Hall on Thursday March 12th, and the next day a group from Morlaix are due to arrive for their immersion. We hear that twinning is becoming so well-publicised and popular at the Morlaix end that we could have a record number coming over in March – which could cause us a problem with hosting!

Val Flatt
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