TWINNING COMMITTEE FOR CORNWALL
Minutes of General Meeting

Sunday 8th September 2013 at 2.30pm

at St Bart’s Church Hall, Church Lane

1. APOLOGIES

Stephanie Yates (Saltash), Janet Fincher (Torpoint), Eric Fincher (Torpoint), Beatrice Kerno (St Stithians & Porthleven/Sithney), Lilian Polkinghorne (Redruth), Maggie Mutton (Wadebridge), Alan Ranson (Truro-Boppard)
MEMBERS ATTENDING

Sue Lumley (Callington) [chair], Richard Lumley (Callington), Jill Whitechurch (Launceston), Fred Smee (TCC), Sylvia Jackson (Lostwithiel), Jenni Sweet (Restormel), June Thomas (Bodmin French), Mike Cluett (Truro-Morlaix), Jenny Daniel (St Germans), Ron Daniel (St Germans), Barrie Anthony (Truro-Boppard), Jeff Nicholas (Camborne)
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Minutes of the April 2013 meeting were accepted as a true record: Proposed by Fred Smee (Lostwithiel), Seconded by BarrieAnthony (Truro-Boppard). Passed unanimously.

3. MATTERS ARISING
Sue had been in touch with Maude Gilet re establishing a twinning based in Cawsand. Maude suggests that she has no time at the moment to proceed with approaches to the local council due to work commitments.

Sue had sent an email to Graham Smith to voice our thanks for the excellent service provided by Brittany Ferries to local associations in recent months.

4. CORRESPONDENCE
The following letter from Anglophone.fr has been forwarded from Audrey Bell (Portleven Twinning Association) as an item of information and for consideration. If anyone is interested perhaps they could contact either Jo in Guisseny or Audrey (abell004@btinternet.com) so that a line of communication may be put in place.
Anglophone village

Kerdaniel

29880 Guisseny

Possible Exchanges ???

Hello,

I am frequently asked by my French students if it would be possible to do some language exchanges, firstly to improve their English but also to make new friends and learn more about the English way of life.

I have two adult evening classes, a total of around 10 people who would really love to organise an exchange in a group situation, with outings, picnics, dinners and time with their host family.  We thought that visits to England could be in English and visits to France could be French.  

In addition, there are a lot of requests every year for exchanges from families for their children, students who need to improve before an exam for example or people who would just like to improve generally and create new friendships.  

I would love to hear from any groups learning French who might be interested, twinning associations, or individuals who have a yearning for the land of cheese and wine, champagne, cognac, crepes, fois gras and many other delicious things!!!!

Please contact me at joanne@anglophone.fr
00 33 298 256 800

00 33 688 181 318

I look forward to hearing from you 

Joanne Sentance
It was suggested that the information be forwarded to all associations and that they should contact Audrey or Jo directly. Problems of insurance would probably prevent the TCC being involved directly.







ACTION: Rick to action and contact Audrey
No other correspondence, other than ordinary internal emails.
5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Sue was sure that many twinning visits had taken place during the summer, having met many fellow twinners on the Plymouth-Roscoff ferry. The main recent event related to the TCC was the Boules competition which had been very successful. A big thank you to St German’s who had organised the day. Consideration should be given to the venue for future years: perhaps alternating between Truro and Seaton? This would be discussed at the AGM. Parking had been a problem with some people having to pay for parking. A suggestion was that the TCC could subsidise the parking charges, which was welcomed.
6. TREASURER’S REPORT

Current A/C @ HSBC

Balance carried forward 14 August 2013

   

£1201.91
Money Manager Savings A/C @ HSBC

Balance declared 14th May 2012

£1263.78
Total of both accounts

£2465.69

ACTION: RL to contact all associations to remind them that affiliation fees should be paid at or before the AGM, which would avoid unnecessary postage fees.
St German’s were very pleased with the donation towards the repairs to the piste after the flood damage.
It was suggested by Fred, and agreed unanimously, that the combined affiliation fees and insurance cover for the forthcoming year should remain the same at £86, these to be paid at the AGM.

7. BURSARY
Sue reminded the meeting that the fact that we had already made a bursary this year did not preclude the offering of a second one. Sue also suggested that two might be available next year.
Sue reported on the success of this year’s candidate, relaying the information that she had achieved a Grade C in her final AS exam (including a Grade B in her oral exam) which proves that her visit had been successful.

Chloe had been accepted at Falmouth but her availability for a presentation at the AGM would have to be delayed until she was clear about her academic commitments next term. Should she be unable to attend Sue would speak on her behalf.
The question was raised whether the bursary was available to groups rather than individuals. Occasions may occur when personal and financial restrictions might curtail young people’s possibility of travelling on a school trip.  TCC would await a direct approach which would provide further information and allow a considered response.
8. 2013 AGM
The AGM will be on Sunday 17 November
a) David Chapman not available this year; booking 10-12 months in advance …. so Beatrice has booked him for 16th Nov 2014.

b) Philip Tanswel, Cornish Sea Salt, Porthallow. Very busy travel programme promoting the product in Europe. Therefore, unavailable.
c) Therefore, Beatrice has booked Howard Curnow, with talk entitled ' The Results of Twinning' from his vast repertoire of topics. As he will not require projection equipment for his talk, we could revert to our original arrangement of use of the 'Garden Room' for our AGM + the after-dinner talk as previously, moving into the restaurant for the meal.

d) Conference Dinner Menu

Starter

Winter veg soup

or

Fruit juice

Main course
Turkey with the usual veg & appropriate trimmings
or

Mozzarela & basil tart

Dessert 

Treacle Tart with choice of clotted cream, ice cream, or custard.

followed by 

Coffee /tea with after dinner mints.

 

The only change in costs will be £1.00 more for the meal = £17.95. All the other costs will remain as last year.
Fred consulted his books and suggested that the fee be £16 to delegates, the remainder being subsidised by TCC.
9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be the AGM on Sunday 17 November. Dates of future General Meetings would be arranged immediately after the AGM by the relevant duly elected officers.
10. AOB

St German’s raised the question of their twin town’s own twin town hoping to send delegates to the UK, which was causing financial problems. General discussion took place and it was suggested that it would be reasonable for non-twin visitors to be asked to meet the costs of excursions, meals, etc and that the insurance issues be looked into as a matter of course.
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