ASSOCIATION REPORTS – APRIL 2016
CALLINGTON
Our AGM in February produced earth-shattering results when the committee was returned en bloc with no dissension amongst the attendees. So it’s “same procedure as last year” in Callington!

So far this year we have enjoyed two social events – an excellent St Piran’s Supper and our annual Quiz Evening. As a word of advice for other associations, we made the mistake of having the event on St Piran’s Day itself, and there were so many other events, including the cross-Duchy “Shout” at 9.00pm, that numbers were down considerably. A celebration at some time in Pirantide would seem to make more sense.
Coming up we shall be attending the annual Community Day to remind people of our existence and will be enjoying the local countryside and the benefits of a local hostelry on our Plod ‘n’ a Pint. This has proven very popular and an additional excursion has been built into this year’s programme.

In May we are supporting Callington MayFest, whose organisers have succeeded in inviting 14 dancers and musicians from a Breton Cercle Celtique from Landerneau, just down the road from our twin town of Guipavas. We will be helping to host the visitors, feed them and generally provide support. During their stay they will also be visiting four local primary schools to demonstrate their dances and costumes and, as well as performing on the Saturday, will be appearing at Cotehele on the Sunday.

The coming months’ activities also include the boules in Truro, our Carnival in July and our visit to Guipavas in Juky, which coincides with the Brest Maritime Festival and the 14th July, so a good time should be had by all.

Rick Lumley

LAUNCESTON

Launceston twinners are preparing to host and entertain their friends from Plestin-les-Grèves who arrive on Friday night, 8th April. 
Despite our new arrangement of official twinning visits on alternate years, so many new families, some with children, have signed up for this year's visit that a larger French coach had to be found.  The same has happened in Launceston, with new twinners and their families. 
Trips to Paignton Zoo or to Greenway, Agatha Christie's former home, are fixed for Saturday, and a grand dinner with country dancing in Launceston Town Hall on Sunday night.
French film and meal evenings are still proving popular and this year, a good turn-out for a romantic comedy was followed in March by a similarly-themed offering.  
In February, ten hardy twinners with four dogs braved the elements to climb Rough Tor on Bodmin Moor, and viewed the spectacular display of something like two million starlings as they arrived to roost. 
Use of the website is steadily increasing, and an innovation has been the introduction of Facebook for our twinners.

Patty Taylor

LOSTWITHIEL

2016 got off to a good start with our skittles tournament held on 20th February. We gained two new families with children and another couple; all are coming with us on our visit to Pleyber which is scheduled for the weekend of 6th-8th May. We have a total of 31 adults and 8 children.

 

We are hoping to have an information stall at the Lostwithiel Regatta on 17th July and a safari supper to be held on the 13th August. On 29th October we will have another skittles evening. Our Christmas lunch is booked for 3rd December at the Restormel Lodge Hotel
Anne Smee

NEWQUAY

At present we are making preparations for our trip to Dinard, which takes place from 20th to 24th May. 38 of our members are participating, and the Dinard Association have a packed programme for our visit. This includes day trips to Cancale and to Les Sept Iles. During our stay a plaque will be installed at the Dinard Headquarters to Ron Frankel, one of the founders of the Newquay-Dinard Twinning, who died last year.

Since the beginning of the year, we have held an Italian Evening and a Wine & Cheese Evening to raise funds and to socialise with our fellow members.

Brian Battye

REDRUTH

There is little to report apart from the fact that my computer has died on me! St Piran’s Day in March saw a hardy few manning a stall in a windswept Redruth main street. We were certainly glad of our Cornish tartan scarves! We are in the throes of planning for our Breton visitors in May. Their visit will coincide with Flora Day so we are hoping for good weather.
Lilian Polkinghorne

RESTORMEL

We had our AGM in March and the committee was re-elected en bloc. There are now two new representatives for the general meetings. The association had enjoyed an excellent dinner in February which had been held at the Hotel Bristol. Planning was going ahead for the visit to Dittmarschen which was planned for September.
Steve Daniell

ST GERMANS

We have had a quiet first quarter of the year: the energies of the committee have been concentrated on the planning arrangements for our forthcoming reunion which is taking place from 5 – 8 May.

Towards the end of January we held a beetle drive which raised around £80 for our funds despite poor attendance. However, we find that this is generally a good way of raising money without involving a lot of work for the committee.

In mid-March we had our Annual Members’ Dinner at a new venue – the former Torpoint Rowing Club, now renamed ‘The Jetty’ restaurant. The event was well supported with approximately 60 diners.
We are hoping to resume our French film evenings shortly. These have been very successful fundraisers in the past but we discovered that we were actually operating illegally so had to discontinue them. After a great deal of research our treasurer found that the cheapest & most practical way of showing films legally is to purchase a license from the British Film Institute (BFI) at a cost of £80+ VAT per film screened. The cost of the license will reduce our profit significantly but we hope to recoup some of the outlay by providing a plate supper and increasing the ticket price accordingly. The BFI provides a list of the films that can be hired through them but to date we haven’t found one that would appeal to our membership.

We are looking forward to welcoming a party of 77 Bretons from Plouguerneau in May, 17 of whom are visiting us for the first time. Once again we are indebted to several good Samaritans in our community who are not Twinners but who, nevertheless, have offered to host some of our visitors.  Without their help we would have been hard-pressed to accommodate everyone.  This year we are breaking from tradition and not planning a ‘big day out’: the requirement to get one’s visitors out of bed, breakfasted and ready to get on a coach by 9am in the morning (together with a picnic lunch) has been a source of stress in past years so this year we will be taking a far more relaxed approach. Instead of bussing everyone to a common venue, our members will be transporting their visitors by car to one of a number of venues, as and when suits them, and we will then convene en-masse for a picnic lunch. After lunch it will be back into cars to visit another venue of one’s choice.  The committee has researched around twenty venues from which members can choose. Our Breton friends adopted a similar format for last year’s visit and it worked well – everyone said they returned home feeling far less exhausted than in previous years.

Steve Liddicoat

ST IVES
We are actually arranging a trip to our twinned town, Camaret sur Mer in Brittany in July.  This will coincide with the Brest Maritime Festival which should be fun and, although only nine of us are going, we're looking forward to renewing friendships... and drinking the cidre!!
Sally MacCabe

TRURO-MORLAIX

The Association Members enjoyed their Christmas meal at the Penventon Hotel in January 2016. We celebrated Mardi Gras with Crêpes at the home of our previous Chair Jean Anderson. We held our AGM on March 17th 2016 at the City Hall in Truro.
10 French arrived on the morning of 17th March 2016 and stayed until Tuesday 22nd. This was a longer period than usual but was because of reduction in the number of Ferries. It went very well and we feel that the French benefitted from a longer visit, although it was very tiring for all concerned.
We started our boules season on Easter Sunday and will continue until August Bank Holiday. We look forward to our May Day walk and lunch, our visit to Morlaix in early June (for which we have trialled the new travel forms - feedback at next meeting) and a Cream Tea in July.

Alison Mandeville
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