ASSOCIATION REPORTS – JANUARY 2017
BODMIN

The last weekend in October 2016 was our weekend for our French friends to visit us. On Saturday 29th October about 58 members and visitors had an excellent evening dinner and entertainment at the Westberry Hotel which was enjoyed by all.
On the Sunday hosts and French families made a visit to Mount Edgecumbe House and gardens with an optional cream tea and a trip on the Cremyll ferry. An enjoyable weekend for all.

Our AGM should be in March 2017. No date has yet been fixed.

June Thomas

CALLINGTON
It has been a quiet few winter months with our only event being a Sunday stroll followed by a lunch in a local hostelry. The weather was kind and the company pleasant. We did suffer something of a calamity when there seemed little appetite for our annual dinner. We don’t know why that was the case but we shall be following it up at the AGM in February.
We have not had the same problem with our forthcoming Burns Night where we have more than healthy interest, both from members and the wider community.

Most of our energy is now being channelled into preparations for two visits this year: in May we shall be supporting the local MayFest on Saturday 13th May when we hope to be helping find accommodation for 35 dancers and musicians from Brittany and Estonia; at the end of May it is our turn to host our two twin towns so we will be calling on our members to air their guest beds again.
Rick Lumley

CALSTOCK

We had a fantastic weekend with our visitors from St Thuriau in May 2016 with a family day out, an evening meal and ceilidh in the Harrowbarrow and Metherell village hall and a Sunday picnic at PentillIe Castle where we were entertained by the Cornish ‘Wreckers’ with their Morris dancing.

We had a successful AGM in June at which I took over as chair (but am pleased to say am still well supported by our previous chair – Chris- who has taken on our treasurer role. We had an autumn Cream Tea and Croquet afternoon in Latchley as a fundraiser.

We held a very successful ceilidh in November to boost funds (and have some fun).   This was well attended by members, friends and local St Dominick residents.

We hope to get 2017 off to a good start with our first opportunity to get together on Sunday 5th February at Polhilsa Farm for Sunday lunch. It is a great venue for the group to meet and enjoy a good wholesome meal and a catch up (and to practise a few songs for entertaining our hosts in May).

We also have a coffee morning and ‘Safari Supper’ in the pipeline for the spring, and are hoping to approach local Primary Schools again after May to encourage new families to join. We have 42 members at present but with youngsters heading off to university and others unable to travel to France we need to add to our group as there are always more French visitors than we have Twinning members (which meant I had 6 guests last time!).
We now have a group of 30 looking forward to travelling to St Thuriau in May – a mixture of retired and working couples and young families. This will be my 4th visit and I know we’ll be in for a fun-filled long weekend of great hospitality!

Louise Marsh

LOSTWITHIEL

During the summer, Sheila Tyacke’s health deteriorated and sadly she passed away in September. Sheila, our last chairperson, had stepped in and worked hard to reform the Lostwithiel Twinning Committee in 2014 after its near collapse. At the annual Christmas lunch in December we took a quiet moment to remember her and her work for the Association.

We are holding a French bingo afternoon in February which is open to non-members. This will include a lunch, raffle and, of course, copious amounts of wine may be consumed.

We are in the midst of preparing for our friends from Pleyber who are hoping to be with us in May to hopefully be with us for the annual Lostfest.

As mentioned above, our Christmas lunch was well attended; we held a raffle which was very successful and had some photos on display of our last visit to Pleyber for those who could not attend the visit.

Anne Smee
ST IVES
St Ives Twinning Association has sadly informed us that they are becoming dormant for the foreseeable future due to a lack of volunteers to fill the posts of Chair and Secretary. They hope that they will be able one day to resurrect their organisation.
Sally MacCabe

TRURO-BOPPARD
We have enjoyed yet another pleasant evening in Alan’s shed, this time a Christmas meal where people brought along both food and wine to share. We are also pleased that several new members have been recruited to swell our numbers and they have also brought down the average age considerably. 
Alan and Erica
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