ASSOCIATION REPORTS – JANUARY 2019
BODMIN
On December 1st a safari supper was arranged and it was to have a French theme. Our Christmas Dinner was at the Westberry Hotel on 15th December, when a booking for 20 people was made.
The French visit will be in May 2019 from 24th – 27th. This will mark our 40th anniversary.
June Thomas

LAUNCESTON

ENTHUSIASM for the regular twinning exchanges between Launceston and Plestin shows no sign of diminishing and 82 twinners will make the journey from Launceston to Plestin in April.  
This has meant taking two coaches for the long weekend, departing on Thursday and returning on Monday.

At our AGM in November, Chairman Jill Whitechurch said that changing the visits to alternate years had actually seen an increase in participants.  

At that time, Launceston Twinning Association had 98 adult members and 26 children. Our treasurer was able to report a healthy financial balance due to the well-supported social and fund-raising activities during the year.

Social and fund-raising events have included our annual safari supper, regular French film evenings and informal French groups.  Our 2019 social events get underway shortly with a Family Games Evening.

We continue to produce a lively newsletter, our website receives a steady number of hits and our Facebook page reminds people of events and carries photos and feedback afterwards.

Jill Whitechurch

LISKEARD

Other side defunct!
Roger Holmes

LOSTWITHIEL

2019 is Lostwithiel's 40th anniversary year which will be celebrated by 2 exchange visits.  We will visit Pleyber Christ over the weekend 14th to 16th June and Pleyber Christ will visit us from 20th to 22nd September.  Our visit planning is beginning in earnest with our first committee meeting of the year tomorrow evening.  Our funds are pretty healthy, but we have a coffee morning planned for 13th April.  We ran one in October last year and our return against effort was much better than for social events we have organised previously.  We are optimistic that twinning coffee mornings could become a regular feature in the town.

Nick Warrick
PENZANCE-CONCARNEAU

Our exchanges between the 2 towns work like this: the mayor of Concarneau invites a delegation

of 4 to attend their Filets Bleus festival in August, every other year. In return, we invite a

delegation of 4 to come to Penzance for Golowan in June, in the other year. In order to increase

the numbers visiting, in the opposite year, a group of adults visits their twin town. So, in

September, a group of 8 spent a week in Concarneau. So, in 2019, it is our turn to send an

official delegation to Concarneau in August and it is their turn for a group of adults to visit us,

possibly in June.
We meet monthly for a committee meeting. Our town mayor and deputy are our honorary

president and vice-president. We have been very fortunate for the last 2 years that they have

both been very supportive of the twinning and the work we do to try and promote Penzance. We

also have good support from our 4 designated town council representatives.
We also hold a monthly social event. In November, it was a quiz which was very well attended.

We’re holding another in February. In December, we met for a Christmas party buffet at The

Bath Inn in Penzance. Next week, we have a social get-together at The Pirates Rugby Club. Past

events have included a wine-tasting evening, run by Mounts Bay Wine, and a visit to the Polgoon

vineyard. We have had 2 boules matches against St Just, one at The North Inn, Pendeen and the

return in St Anthony Gardens.
In December, 2 of us went to Concarneau for their Christmas market, a first for us. Our

presence was very much appreciated and, as always, we were very well looked after. We secured

the support of St Justin, who make Celtic design jewellery, and a local independent bookshop.

Also, we took greetings cards from 2 local artists and photographic prints. We had appalling

weather and this probably had an effect on our takings. But we raised just over £80 for our association (each supplier gave us 10%).
A new venture is the twinning of our 2 walking groups. Our Breton friends arrive for a week in

May and we return for a week in September. Hopefully the weather will be kind to us! Another

venture that we got off the ground last year is an exchange of books between our 2 libraries.

There are a few teething problems but it should all come together soon.

Karen Bennett

PORTHLEVEN

We held a Ceilidh in December which drew a lot of people; a local dance group provided the entertainment and £138 profit was made; everyone thought it was a great success.
Our next event will be a  repeat of our (in)famous Irish Stew Evening for St Patrick’s Day. We shall be expecting visitors from our twin town at the end of May.
Beatrice Kerno

REDRUTH

Little has happened since the September TCC meeting last year apart from the AGM when the Redruth delegate gave a brief insight into Redruth’s three twinning groups , namely, Meriadec and Plumergat in Brittany, Mineral Point in Wisconsin, and Real del Monte in Mexico.  Of these, the Brittany connection has been going the longest, 25 years in fact, and preparations are being made to celebrate this anniversary when we travel to Brittany later this year.
It was a founder member of the Redruth/Brittany association who scooped the first prize of £300.00 in November’s TCC 2018 Biennial Lottery.

Earlier this month, instead of a New Year meal in a restaurant, members met together for a social evening at the Redruth Bowling Club when plates of food were brought to share and beginners tried their hand at indoor bowls with varying degrees of success.  Next month will be the AGM but no changes are expected among the officers on the committee.

Lilian Polkinghorne

TRURO-MORLAIX
We had a very successful visit to Morlaix the 21st to 25 September 2018 and enjoyed a visit to the hand painted china factory Henriot in Quimper. We had a tour of the factory and we able to see the whole process. As usual we were made to feel extremely welcome and well looked after.

Our French “Immersees” came to us from the 25th to 29th October 2018 and all went home bearing their certificates and speaking much better English. Everybody enjoyed the visit.

On 24th November 2018 we had a Quiz night and our newest couple to join did extremely well on the French section. He is after all a Frenchman!

We decided to have a Chilli lunch and Beetle drive as a change from a set meal in a hotel and this took place on Sunday 13th January 2019. This is a successful way of people being able to move around and get playing and talking with different people.

We have various other fundraising events to come with the view to swelling our coffers to give our French Visitors and Commune Mayors a really good visit for our 40th Anniversary in May 2019 and I am sure that we will be equally well treated when we go to France in September 2019.

Alison Mandeville  
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