ASSOCIATION REPORTS – JANUARY 2020
BODMIN

June revealed that there was little contact between her and the association. Rick (TCC Sec) would write to the Bodmin Association to underline the importance of having a representative to maintain links.
June Thomas

CALLINGTON
Our association has had quite a busy time since September with a number of events taking place. In early October we had a very successful Safari Supper which was very well attended in the homes of 4 couples, planned in a way to allow participants to walk between at least the first three courses to reduce our environmental impact. Copious and delicious food was produced at very reasonable cost to give us a boost to our finances for next year’s visit from our twin towns.

In early November we had our Annual Dinner for which we took the theme of a Raclette evening. We had done this previously in the early Noughties but had experienced some difficulty with tripping the electricity in the town hall. Seeking to repeat the event but not the difficulties, I obtained permission from the Town Hall by promising to have all equipment used PAT tested before the event. This was duly done - but unfortunately did not stop the electricity failure, as we have now established that the power circuits in the town hall are not up to the job. The problem was eventually solved with some very long extension cables - and a great time was had by all. As we self-catered again, we added substantially to our coffers as well as entertaining the membership.

At the end of November our annual quiz attracted 11 teams and was as enjoyable and informative as ever. More cash for the big bash!

On January 5th we had our Epiphany supper, which is reserved for the committee and catered amongst ourselves. We put in £10 per head and those who prepare food take out their expenses with any excess being given to charity. We enjoyed an excellent 4 course meal for 13 people and had £50 excess which was donated to St Luke’s Hospice in the name of our founder chairman, John Farrant, who had died in late December and whose funeral we attended in January.

We are now preparing for our Burns Night Supper, and our AGM in early February, and particularly for our Easter visit when we will receive 21 visitors from Barsbüttel and 43 from Guipavas and a small delegation from Keila in Estonia. So far, we have housed all the Germans and 20 of the Bretons but we have 10 male Guipavas Town Band members still to go. Still with 2 ½ months to go I’m sure that will not be a problem. Not sure of numbers from Keila yet but that shouldn’t be a problem.

Sue Lumley

LAUNCESTON

Launceston finished the year with a flourishing membership of 86 adults and 19 children, which shows an encouraging trend towards participation by families. This satisfactory state of affairs has been matched by our twinners in Plestin. This year we had requests for eight more hosts and we are looking forward to welcoming 95

twinners from Plestin in April.

In October we held our final major fund-raising event of the year: a murder mystery and Great Cornish Bake-Off which raised more than £500.

Our AGM and dinner in October was well-attended and there were two significant changes to the committee. Chair Jill Whitechurch stepped down after seven years at the helm, handing over to vice-chairman Jason Thorns, and Jenny Worth handed over the responsibility for organising our exchanges. Jenny had carried out these logistical duties for more than 20 years. Now, during this year, she will help Jill to take over as new organiser.
We plan to hold our next serious fund-raiser in March but, in the meantime, we continue with our monthly French film and meal evenings, which are an enjoyable social event as well as providing a modest profit.
Patty Taylor

LOSTWITHIEL

2020 will be   a quiet year after the hectic events of 2019. There will be simple fundraising events.

Nick Warrick

PENZANCE

To follow

RESTORMEL

Got small grant off st Austell council. Dinner on Sunday. Visit to Dittmarschen 30th anniversary. AGM coming up

SALTASH

TORPOINT

September 
We had a stall at our local carnival presenting “Wine or no wine “ which attracted those who were prepared to spend quite a bit to find the correct wine-filled bottles . Quite a profitable fund-raiser. Also, September saw the 10th anniversary of the opening of Bénodet Park of Friendship. We were lucky that one of our twinner’s suggestion was chosen to name this landmark. The Bénodet Présidente and vice made the effort to come over to Torpoint to attend the celebrations.
October
We staged a quiz and pasty evening open to the public; over 80 people attended which gave the association’s funds a great boost. Sadly though we didn’t gain any new members from the event.

November
We held our annual Christmas Crafts and Coffee morning, serving also bacon baps and soup with French bread. This didn’t go too badly but it is difficult to select a very successful date as there is so much going on in the town at this time of year. But it was worth about £200.

December
Was rest time for the committee. We had an excellent meal at our local Football club and, except for collating numbers and collecting monies, it was a “no-work” evening.

We attended a Christmas market at the local primary school and made links with a teacher who wants to resurrect contact with a French school.

January
We had a very popular Skittles evening at our local bowling club. A very relaxing and fun-filled affair. Shortly, plans will be going ahead for our visit to Bénodet in May. The ferry has been booked for some time. We booked very early by provisional reservation to ensure a secure booking.

Janet Fincher
TRURO-MORLAIX
We have now completed our 40th anniversary events and feel that the year has been a great success. Our website https://truromorlaixtwinning.weebly.com/ contains reports and photos of all our events together with details of our association and how to join.

Briefly, in September 2019 a group of 28 people together with our Mayor, Councillor Bob Smith, enjoyed a formal visit to Morlaix, where we had a full programme of events, including an official reception at Morlaix Town Hall. This was hosted by the Mayor of Morlaix and included the Mayors of the other three communes in the Twinning, and one of the Mayors who signed the original Charter in 1979. We re-signed the Charter and also signed an agreement to exchange books between the libraries of Truro and Morlaix. The exchange is now in operation.

In October we hosted nine members from Morlaix who came on an immersion weekend. In November we had a well-attended Quiz Night.
We have begun 2020 with a fun event – a lunch and horse-racing event, which was enjoyed by all who attended. We were fortunate to be able to borrow Nick’s horse-racing set, which was much admired. Alison Mandeville and Martin Davies had put in a lot of effort to adapt the names and information to Truro and Morlaix and to plan the event. Two of our members have indicated that they are interested in creating our own bespoke set of horses and equipment.

Coming up now we have a crêpe night in February and an immersion visit to Morlaix in March. We are making plans for the next official visit by the French in May. The Association is fortunate in getting support from the City Council, both in financial terms and also having active Councillors on our Committee, and we were also grateful to receive a generous bequest from a former member. This, together with our very frequent fund-raising events, means that our current financial position is solid.

The AGM is at the end of March.
Margaret George
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