ASSOCIATION REPORTS – APRIL 2013
CALLINGTON
Our AGM in February brought some changes to the committee: our longstanding treasurer finally threw in the towel after many years of hard work and, fortunately, a new one was ensnared immediately. In spite of my comments in the last report, I am forced to retract my statement and am delighted to report FOUR new members on the committee; two are returning to the fold after a few years, but we have recruited two new fresh-faced and very keen supporters. Whether this is due to their willingness to volunteer or is due to the spreading reputation of the annual committee gourmet dining experience with which we reward ourselves for all our toils during the year remains to be seen!
We have already had two events. In March our second St Piran’s Day Supper was a sell-out success, featuring Mike O’Connor and Barbara Griggs as the main entertainment. Its reputation is obviously spreading and we welcomed a number of non-twinners as well as guests from far beyond Callington’s boundaries.
As I speak, a number of our members will be nursing mildly aching muscles as they recover from today’s activities, our “Plod ‘n’ a Pint” event, which this year included a walk on Kit Hill followed by an excellent lunch at Louis Tea Rooms with magnificent views stretching over Plymouth Sound. Although not run by Callington twinning, future events include the new Callington MayFest on Saturday 11th May where, amongst the performers, we will be enjoying the spectacle of Breton singers, musicians and dancers from Logonas-Daoulas performing alongside Morris men, clog-dancers and maypole dancers. New music and accompanying choreography have been composed for the new Callington Furry Dance. There is also a mini beer festival with hog-roast and entertainment in the Bull’s Head Yard and the day finishes with a Nos Lowen in the town hall featuring Skillywidden, a dance-band off-shoot of the renowned Cornish group Dalla. This is an event to be recommended. Contact me to reserve tickets for the evening event.
We are also looking forward to our trip to Seaton for the TCC Boules Competition; in preparation for defending our title numerous marathon entries, arduous circuit training and serious dietary plans have figured not at all. So, no worries for our gallant and intrepid opposition this year! We look forward to the camaraderie this event evokes.

Richard Lumley
PORTHLEVEN

Over the winter months we have enjoyed a number of successful fund raising events.  The three pub quizzes held quarterly at the Atlantic Inn Porthleven, written by one of our members, again proved very popular and raised a good sum for our Association. Our usual paper quiz in time for Christmas, with the prize of a very large hamper, was cleverly written by another member and helped raise further funds. We held our usual horse racing evening at The Atlantic Inn together with various coffee mornings and cake stalls.  We were delighted to hear that our Association had sold the most TCC raffle tickets amounting to £210.00. Many thanks to the TCC for allowing the Associations to retain all the monies this year for their own funds. This provided a much appreciated boost. Our annual Christmas Fayre took place in November when we had various craft stalls, cake stalls, teas and coffees. This event was well attended on a beautiful sunny day and a very good profit was a welcome boost to our funds.

We are now putting the finishing touches to the programme for the May visit of our Breton friends.  Originally, a small group visiting has now increased to 46 visitors which has stretched our hosts and funds, but we are confident that we are now able to accommodate all. This year we will celebrate our 20 years of official Twinning with Guisseny (we were unofficially twined a few years before)  so the visit is very exciting for all and, as usual, will be very busy.

Our programme will include a tour of Heartlands at Pool, cream teas and a guided visit to the Healey’s Cider Farm, walk through Newquay town centre, lunch at the gig club, with the usual stop en route to some of our larger supermarkets for our friends to do a spot of shopping.  Our official evening celebration will be a chance to remember past visits, past members and celebrate the 20 years with exchange of memories, gifts etc.  Held at Porthleven Public Hall with a sit-down meal and lots of music/dancing.  The Mayor of Porthleven, Mark Berryman, will be invited to attend, together with our Cornwall Councillor, Andy Wallis, who has been a great support to the Association; grateful thanks to him for his continued support.

Our AGM took place in March 2013 with the officers remaining the same.  Chair – Audrey Bell; Secretary – Neisha Harding; Treasurer – Christine Beswick; and Vice Chair - Jon Harrison.

Audrey Bell
REDRUTH AND DISTRICT TWINNING ASSOCIATION

A quiz evening, combined with our AGM at the end of February, saw a good turnout of our very few members.  All officers were returned unopposed.  Main aim of the coming year is to increase membership!

A rare sunny Sunday in mid-March saw a group of us walking around the South and North Woodland Walks at Trelissick (4 miles in all), followed by a hot lunch in the café.

In April we held a horse racing evening, (20p bets, so not enough to break the bank if we lost every race).  6 races, a large foam numbered dice, another one coloured to match each horse’s head (6 of them), and a large racetrack.  Hold it in the local pub with a loud, wise-cracking commentator – result? – lots of fun, happy punters, and money raised.
Redruth is looking forward to their 20th Anniversary trip to Plumergat and Meriadec in early May, more about that next time.

Lilian Polkinghorne

ST GERMANS
The boules/flood saga continues. The parish insurance covers the majority of the flood damage BUT does not cover the extra concrete which will strengthen the piste and hopefully prevent flood damage in the future. The parish requires the Twinning Association to meet these costs (between £700 and £1000) but has offered an interest free loan for 4 years. Our chairman plans to appeal!
The Curry evening returned with five varieties: chicken, beef and lamb flavoured korma, madras and tikka massala plus a vegetarian option pre-ordered. Rice and naan bread. lime pickle, mango chutney and tomato salad  for everyone. For those who wanted there were ample “seconds”. Many tried a different flavour. Puddings were a choice of trifle or apple crumble. The meal cost £8.00 (plus £1.00  for a sweet). BYO drink. 
Of course, there was a raffle which most people entered. There was a full house - tickets for members AND non members. We took £920 ticket sales, second helpings, desserts and raffle and managed to make a profit of £629 after costs.
 
We are expecting around 60 people to sail to Roscoff on Wednesay 8th May for a five-day visit. The 9th May is the official European Day and we will re-dedicate our Twinning Charter.
We are offered a coach trip “Discovering Finistère“, ending up in Concarneau.  An international boules competition and a football match, as well as choirs and communal eats. A busy and ambitious programme 5 days it is likely to be.
 
Our boules piste repairs work begin soon and that will be completed in time for the county competition. We will keep you updated on this.
Ron Daniel

TORPOINT
Up to the present not a lot has gone on in our association. In February we held our AGM, with a very rewarding presence. There was a complete change in officers with the exception of the treasurer.
March saw us holding our first event of the year, a spring Sunday lunch, planned and cooked by our Entertainments Committee, catering for 36 twinners. In March also we had a table at a local coffee morning (every little helps).
In April we held a “Glitter and Sparkle” themed supper dance, bringing in outside musical entertainment and the food once again being cooked by the Entertainments Committee. This proved a hit. We had around 40 members attend, adorned, as the theme suggested, in various forms of sparkling jewellery and garments. This proved an enjoyable evening and raised us a good profit.

We look forward now to travel to Bénodet over the half term holiday, for a four-day exchange with our French friends.

We are now in the throes of preparing for an exchange with Bénodet. 40 persons are travelling on the 23rd May for a four-day stay with our Breton Counterparts. As contrary to the report at the last meeting we have had no problem with bookings or cabins. It has gone like clockwork. We look forward to a great weekend. As always there is such a warm welcome and true friendship.
In July we are having a Salmon and Strawberry soirée. We also plan to hold a fete day in August entitled “A Taste of France”. As the title suggests it will be French orientated.  It will be held in our Bénodet Park inviting other organisations to take part and we invite groups for table tops. The scene will be set with tables and parasols (pray that the weather will be good) in French pavement café style. There will be crepes and French dessert confectionary on sale, a boules corner, games for the children, tombola and many other attractions. We are also lucky enough to have the use of a marquee if the weather is not so good.
Our new committee now consists of:
Eric Fincher

Chairman

janeric8@btinternet.com

Avril Donaldson

Secretary    

avrilannd@hotmail.com

Janet Fincher

Treasurer

janeric8@btinternet.com

TRURO – PAYS DE MORLAIX TWINNING ASSOCIATION

Since our last report many things have happened. Last October six of our members went on immersion to Morlaix, and a good and profitable time was had by all.  New friendships were made, and languages skills honed.

In November we held a very successful games evening at Tresillian Village Hall, which also included hot mulled wine at the start, and delicious homemade casseroles later on.

Also in November we were shocked to hear of the death of our treasurer, Robert Moodie. He was a stalwart member of TMTA, an efficient Treasurer and a reliable barman at our many functions, quite apart from being one of the kindest people many of us have known.  We all miss him very much and offer Anne, Andrew and Helen our heartfelt condolences and support.

Rather than a Christmas Dinner in December we decided to have a New Year Lunch in January again, and this was held at the Penventon Hotel in Redruth and, as in the previous year, went down very well in all respects.

February meant we held our crêpe evening, again at the home of our chairman Jean. Jean is now becoming an expert at preparing delicious pancakes, and we were provided with lots of lovely fillings.

Our AGM was held in March, when Richard Heginbotham was voted in as our new Treasurer, with the other officers remaining more or less the same. Two committee members had resigned but we welcomed a new minutes secretary who will also cover publicity.
The first Boules session of the season was held in Boscawen Park on Easter Monday. Though sunny, the wind was still keen, though unusually we were somewhat sheltered on the pitch.  Numbers were small, boosted by visiting family, but we enjoyed a few games nevertheless.

After the AGM in March, it was full steam ahead preparing for the French Immersion visitors and planning the events for the main visit in May.  The former group of six arrived on Sunday 8th April, were collected by their hosts and whisked away for three days of grappling with the intricacies of our languages.  All were good company and we enjoyed a social evening together on the Tuesday before their return, when certificates for their efforts were given out. They were all very generous in their thanks for our hospitality so we think the cordiality of the Entente is secure for a further period. A small party of Morlaisians will arrive on May 8th for the annual exchange visit.

We have another May Day walk arranged for this year, after last year’s success.  We will be visiting the new Heartlands project in Pool, near Camborne, and then getting together for a pub lunch.

Other events on the near horizon are the Cream Tea on June 15th and the County Boules Tournament on June 16th.   The Boules event is planned to take place this year at a brand new pitch at St. Germans so Truro team/s will have to make an unaccustomed journey.
Our members will be invading Morlaix in September either side of the weekend of 21/22.  The ferry timetable from Plymouth is not nearly so convenient this year and we have yet to book our crossings. Links have now been established between Devoran School and a primary school in Morlaix and initial dialogue exchanged and we have had an enquiry from the U3A choir conductor about linking with similar musical group for next year.
Val Flatt
