ASSOCIATION REPORTS – APRIL 2014
BODMIN FRENCH

Our AGM was on 4th March. The committee is now as follows:-

Chairman
Sherry Boocock
Vice Chair
Julia Barnett

Secretary
Hilary Hignell (as before)

Treasurer
Dave Barnett (as before)

Our visit to Le Relecq-Kerhuon will start on the early morning ferry from Plymouth on 2nd May, returning from Roscoff on 5th May. Brittany Ferries have agreed to honour the price of £16 return per foot passenger; at the moment we have 18, so they will charge us for 20 persons. If we drop below the number stated, we will have to pay the original price quoted of £60 each when we get to Plymouth, so we are hoping that everyone will turn up on the departure day!

June Thomas

CALLINGTON

Our AGM in February saw the old guard of officers being re-elected, but it was pleasing to see some new blood on the committee as well as the return of previous members after a break of a few years. 

Our annual quiz was well supported, and was followed by the St Piran’s Supper in March, when we once again were forced to eat, drink and enjoy ourselves. This has already established itself as part of Callington’s social calendar and this year featured the Cornish band, Hevva, who wowed the guests with their costumes and dance and musical displays. Such was the success that they will be returning to Callington to attend the MayFest on 10th May and also to entertain our French and German visitors at the end of May. More guaranteed fun and entertainment!
In April we attended the Town Council’s Organisations Day which gave us the opportunity to present our association to the general public, as well as to make connections with other organisations within the town. At the end of April we embarked on our annual Safari Supper, this time starting our adventure with members who live in darkest Saltash and gradually working our way back to Callington.
In total 60+ visitors from Brittany and Schleswig-Holstein will be with us for the long weekend and a packed programme which will include a civic reception and trips within the local area. The twinning association has also been involved with the organisation of the MayFest when Breton musicians and dancers from Lannilis will be performing (in costume, of course) at the celebrations, kindly hosted by, amongst others, twinning members.
We are also looking ahead to the annual BBQ in June, our participation in the Callington Carnival in July and, further ahead, to the Oktoberfest Oompah Evening in September.
Richard Lumley

CAMBORNE

We regret to report that the curtain has finally fallen over the Camborne and St Anne d'Auray twinning association.  During the past year or so we have tried, by various means of communication, to keep these ties going but without success.  After 20 years of twinning with Ste Anne it has become apparent that there is no interest in Ste Anne to continue this association.  No one there is prepared to take on any responsibility for the running of the Association; it has become impossible to find anyone who is willing to form a committee or take on any official position in the Association.  The final straw occurred last week when we were informed that the twinning signs in the town had been removed.

In spite of all this, many of us in Camborne have formed lasting friendships with many families and individuals in Ste Anne.  We intend to keep these going as far as we can.  Apart from the increased costs of visits to and from Brittany we think that one of the lessons for the current impasse is the fact that, whereas here in Camborne we organise activities such as walks, dinners, entertainments, concerts, talks, quizzes, raffles, BBQs and beetle drives for our members during the year  (these always being well supported and providing much of our income for the Association), this evidently does not happen much in Brittany - where it appears that one meeting a year brings members together.

Nevertheless our Twinning with Calumet, Michigan, USA continues but, in view of the distance between us and the fact that Calumet between November and April each year is under several feet of snow, different logistical considerations apply.

Mike Trott

LAUNCESTON
This year – our 30th anniversary – we have launched a website to provide a resource for members and information for people in the community who are interested in what we do.  The website, hosted by Weebly which also hosts the site for the Cornwall twinning council, has information about our group and pages on Launceston, Plestin, news, a photo gallery and frequently-asked questions. This is the link to the website: launcestontwinningassociation.weebly.com
Our first social/fund-raising events of the year have included French film + meal evenings and, in March, a wine and wisdom evening which was well supported.  Our annual coffee morning was held in the Central Hall, Launceston, earlier this month.
In May, we will entertain our guests from Plestin and we are looking forward to hosting a group of more than 60 - which will include 13 children.  They will be staying for the long weekend of the first May bank holiday.  

Activities will include a reception hosted by the Launceston Mayor at Laurence House Museum which will be the formal ceremony marking our anniversary, and a picnic in the grounds of Launceston Castle for the families.  On Sunday, we plan to take our visitors to the Green Man festival at Mount Edgcumbe Country Park, and in the evening we will hold a dinner and party in the town hall. The final event will be a Cornish cream team on Monday afternoon.
George Taylor
NEWQUAY

There is little to report from Newquay. We go to Dinard on May 9th, and the French have prepared a heavy programme for us, so we'll have plenty to report at the next meeting.

Brian Battye
RESTORMEL/DITHMARSCHEN
Since last March’s AGM we have arranged a cream tea at Carlyon Bay hotel in July when 14 members joined together for an interesting afternoon in the luxurious surroundings of this hotel. Everyone enjoyed the tea and atmosphere and exchanging anecdotes and, above all, stunning weather. 

Our next event was the visit from our friends from Dithmarschen. The party arrived at St Austell station in the evening of 31st August and we had a week of outings and visits to Tintagel and Trelissick Gardens plus hosts’ trips.  The best thing of all was the weather: we had a week of great sun and this enabled us to take our guests out and about in comfort, and I believe they saw more and took away an enhanced vision of the county we are privileged to live in.

We tried in October a new venue testing it out for a cream tea: 12 members and friends came to Knightor at Trethurgy near St Austell, a new restaurant and winery. Everything was presented very nicely and we all enjoyed the experience; it is stored away to use another day should we wish for a change.

Then we organised the usual November German evening, 14 members attended and we had Glühwein and German cakes and savouries, finishing with a quiz compiled by Mike Pascoe which gave us some laughs and a puzzle game compiled by Toni Olssen which was enjoyed by all and got us out of our seats. Thank you to Mike and Toni.

Our next event was the January Lunch which we have every year but trying new venues. This time we used the Hotel Bristol in Newquay; this was a great success and so much so that we will be using them again in the future. 

This year we are to make our visit to Dithmarschen in September and looking forward to a great week as always.
Jenni Sweet

REDRUTH
At February’s AGM all the officers were returned as before.  The good news is that we have a few new members.  The bad news is that the Bretons have moved the date of this year’s 30th anniversary visit from May to July when some of our members will be on holiday and so unable to host.

This year’s horse racing evening was another great success.  How can two foam dice tossed around a room and six horses’ heads cause so much fun and raise so much money?  Well, it all depends on the ‘organiser/commentator’.  Get a good one, and fun it certainly is!

At the moment we are planning/preparing/practising for our musical items when we cross the Channel to take part in the opening ceremony of Plumergat’s new ‘salle multiculturelle’.  We may get rave revues – will let you know!

Lilian Polkinghorne

RESTORMEL – DITHMARSCHEN

Since last March’s AGM we have arranged a cream tea at Carlyon Bay hotel in July when 14 members joined together for an interesting afternoon in the luxurious surroundings of this hotel. Everyone enjoyed the tea and atmosphere and exchanging anecdotes and above all stunning weather. 

Our next event was the visit from our friends from Dithmarschen. The party arrived at St Austell Station in the evening of 31st August and we had week of outings and visits to Tintagel and Trelissick Gardens plus hosts trips.  The best thing of all was the weather: we had a week of great sun and this enabled us to take our guests out and about in comfort, and I believe they saw more and took away an enhanced vision of the county we are privileged to live in.

We tried in October a new venue, testing it out for a cream tea. 12 members and friends came to Knightor at Trethurgy near St Austell, a new restaurant and winery. Everything was presented very nicely and we all enjoyed the experience it is stored away to use another day should we wish for a change.
Then we organised the usual November German evening; 14 members attended and we had Glühwein and German cakes and savouries, finishing with a quiz compiled by Mike Pascoe which gave us some laughs and a puzzle game compiled by Toni Olssen which was enjoyed by all and got us out of our seats. Thank you to Mike and Toni.

Our next event was the January Lunch which we have every year but trying new venues. This time we used the Hotel Bristol in Newquay; this was a great success and so much so that we will be using them again in the future. 

This year we are to make our visit to Dithmarschen in September and looking forward to a great week as always.
Jenni Sweet

ST GERMANS

January 2014 (inadvertently omitted by Hon Sec – apologies, Ron!)
The New Committee met with fresh officers ie Chairman. Secretaries and a new treasurer plus an additional member or two. We decided upon the diary for the year. Most events were the same as last year with a different bias as befits the new broom.


Much of the meeting involved detailed planning for the May visit of our twin town. We anticipate a large contingent of visitors so expenses will be an important consideration. We decided to limit our visits to Plymouth and region with the Barbican and shops with a picnic meal on board a boat. Arrangements have been made with Liskeard public hall for the official meal. None of our local halls etc are large enough, but we have committee members willing and able to help with the catering.


A long time was spent discussing football. Like all of our associations we would like to involve younger members but Plouguerneau, our twin, has grasped this nettle and "incorporated" a junior football team ( they have superb facilities like many Breton villages). This has caused us a problem ie we have no team and no facilities. One of our committee members has a longstanding friendship with a neighbouring village which has a team drawn from all over and we borrowed that team for our visit to the Bretons (Europe paid them!) but we are not so lucky for finance and the visiting youngsters have to be catered for and accommodated. We tried to help but it back-fired. Maybe there is a solution? Next month we have our annual dinner and dance with adequate numbers (last year it had to be cancelled) and late March we have the Curry Evening featuring  the same cooks but a different management.

Ron Daniel
ST GERMANS

April 2014

When I went into hospital with a broken hip in February plans were well advanced to cut costs by trying to centre the activities for the twinning visit this year on Plymouth and its hinterland. When I was released from hospital I discovered that plans had been changed to a visit to St Ives, stopping en route for a picnic at Heartlands, with an evening meal en route on the way home. Why I have yet to discover!

The jumelage starts on Thursday next for four days – the trip out as I have described, plus one day free with a formal meal and ceilidh in Liskeard. Then the possibility of church on Sunday, followed by pétanque on our nicely renovated piste. The only hiccoughs we can foresee are the expense and number of guests needing beds., We have nearly 80 requiring accommodation; this is a logistics problem, particularly because a number are from Denmark. A recent curry evening raised over £300 for our much needed funds.

A girl from our village is to receive the TCC bursary, for which we thank you all, and is happy to come and give a presentation at our AGM.

Ron Daniel

TORPOINT

Since we were no at the last meeting I will start my report with January when we held our bi-annual Burns Night Supper. This year, as several people had complained about the noise of the pipes in an enclosed area, we abandoned this idea and had music for the parade of the haggis (not quite the same). However, it was fairly well attended and the English Scottish accents in the reading of “Tam o’Shanter” were extremely amusing.

In February we had our AGM. This was well attended; there must have been around 40 members present, some of them newly joined to boost the hosting  numbers for the forthcoming exchange visit from Bénodet. Our management committee remains unchanged from last year.

On 13th April we had a Spring Sunday Lunch, once again cooked by our Entertainment Committee, and a delicious array of desserts appeared, donated by the committee and some other members. As always, food brings the people in and we made a reasonable profit of £130 for this event.

We have been – and are still – working hard on our programme and hosting arrangements for our very imminent Bénodet visit, which takes place from 30th April to 4th May. We have 42 adults and 10 children visiting us. Our dread was: who could we find to host young families of four? Eventually all was well after a lot of searching. We approached our junior school and the head very obligingly permitted a whole-school letter to be sent to parents and from this there was interest and finally host English families were found for two of the French families. The English families have since become members. So, hurray! Finally, we have a nucleus of your Torpointers who, we hope, will pass on to friends the beneficial experience twinning is, both educationally and socially. The school are very interested and assure us that they will help us in every possible way to make this venture with the young a success. It has taken some hard work and some posters on the walls and interviews with the school, but all very worthwhile as we have now tapped the young successfully at its source.

Janet Fincher

TRURO-BOPPARD

Following our AGM the new committee are keen to breathe new life into the Association, so we are trying a few different activities. We held a ploughman’s lunch with wine and for the first time have arranged an evening for those who wish to speak German: “Kaffee und Kuchen” and only German spoken! We were fortunate to have two native speakers with us to help us improve our conversation.
Our German exchange visitors may be few in number this year, probably coming to Truro in September when they may enjoy the South West Food Festival.

Erica Brown
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