ASSOCIATION REPORTS – JANUARY 2014
BODMIN FRENCH

On Friday 25 October 2013 our French friend s arrived for the weekend. This time we made the decision to go for something different: the yurt in Cardinham Woods for our evening get-together with a hog roast and tray-bake puddings.

The civic reception with the mayor and town crier was at 3.00pm, followed by games. Cream teas could be taken in the café at each family’s discretion. A good day – if only the weather had been better! There was a big problem with the French getting home because of the ferries being cancelled with the weather being so bad., Some had to return via Portsmouth.

On 10 December we met in The Hole in the Wall pub for our Christmas get-together; there were cocktail pasties and mince pies – not a lot of members, but a good time.

May 2014 will see our visit to France, so we should soon be making our arrangements fir that.

June Thomas

CALLINGTON
Our Oktoberfest and Oompah Evening was an outstanding success and the Kassler (a smoked pork delicacy from Germany) and Sauerkraut which we imported especially for the event was much appreciated. The Town Band has now entered fully into the swing of things at this now annual event and they certainly played with gusto, led by their Musical Director suitably attired in shorts! The evening was enjoyed by all and enticed several non-members along, hopefully encouraging new members.
The annual Safari Supper was again well supported and we had a presence at the Honey Fair in October. In November, as usual, we attended the Remembrance Day parade to lay a wreath and attend the service.

The one dismal failure this year was our annual dinner which we had to cancel due to the low show of interest. We are not sure,  but we believe the fact that we had to arrange it for an unusually late date in the year meant that Christmas was too close and our intended Thanksgiving theme proved possibly just too much turkey and tinsel at that time of the year.
Nevertheless, things certainly looked up last night as we celebrated Burns Night with all the accompanying pomp and ceremony. The town hall was full and the evening was thoroughly enjoyed by one and all. Bookings have already been taken for 2015!

Our next events are the AGM in February, followed by our annual quiz, and then the St Piran’s Supper in March, when we shall once again be forced to eat, drink and enjoy ourselves. This has already established itself as part of Callington’s social calendar and this year will feature the Cornish band, Hevva. Another huge turn-out is expected.

At the end of May we will be celebrating 10 years of twinning with our German partners, Barsbüttel, and a group of 26 Germans will be coming for an extended weekend to take part in the festivities. It is perhaps a reflection of national characteristics that the German group has already booked flights and sent us a complete list of participants while our French twins have yet to advertise the event among the population of Guipavas. Still we are sure that they will be well represented from the numbers of people who have already been communicating with host families so there will be plenty to organise in the next few months.

Richard Lumley
LAUNCESTON AND DISTRICT TWINNING ASSOCIATION
Annual General Meeting
The AGM of our association, held on November 11, was a lively affair attended by 39 members and followed by a buffet supper.  The officers and committee were re-elected en bloc.

Currently our membership stands at 123 - with 95 adult members, 13 children, and 15 life members. The association ended its financial year on 30 September with a healthy balance of £4,402. Social and fund-raising events made a profit of £1,463. Subscriptions had brought in £532.

Survey
Before our AGM we distributed survey forms to all members to ascertain their views on the timings and frequency of twinning visits because there had been some discussion on the French side that we might visit on alternate years.  We were slightly disappointed at the low return of completed survey forms – 26 responding from a total of 63 households contacted – but it is likely that a response rate of about one third to surveys is normal.
There were no returns from people under 45 reflecting the fact that there are still only a few young families in the association and, for half of them, the visit to Plestin last year was their first.  Therefore they had little experience on which to comment. The majority of respondents favoured autumn as the best time to visit Plestin along with weekends (two full days on either side of the Channel) as the ideal length of time for visits. There was an overwhelming majority in favour of annual exchanges.

Remembrance Sunday
This year, for the first time, our association marked Remembrance Sunday by joining other town organisations in the morning parade and service at the war memorial in the town square.  The chairman laid a wreath on behalf of both Launceston and Plestin twinners.

2014 – Our 30th anniversary year
Dates for next year’s visits are: 2-5 May - Launceston hosts the Plestin visit and 19-22 September - Plestin hosts the Launceston visit

The question ‘what we do to celebrate the anniversary’  was discussed at the AGM and members were asked for ideas, which included:
  
The Mayor’s sherry reception
  
Dinner/dance in the town hall
  
A Cornish cream tea
  
A visit to Cornish vineyards, i.e. Camel Valley


Social activities
We already have a busy calendar of events lined up for the first quarter of the year with French film and supper evenings, a wine and wisdom quiz and a murder mystery evening.
NEWQUAY TWINNING ASSOCIATION

Report November 2013 to January 2014

Beverley Williams is the new Chairman and Brian Battye the new Secretary of the Association. Wendy Bough continues as Treasurer, with a committee of nine members.

48 members renewed their membership of the Association in November, of which 20 male and 28 female. With the average age of members increasing year on year we are actively looking for younger members to secure the future of the Association.

We have had two successful social events. The Christmas Dinner at Newquay Golf Club on December 7th was attended by 27, who enjoyed excellent catering by the Golf Club caterers. On 24th January the Association held its second annual Burns Night at St Columb Minor Church Hall. 42 enjoyed the splendid haggis, neaps and tatties, as well as the other dishes prepared by our in-house caterers Bev and Jenny. The meal was followed by recitations, dancing and a Scottish quiz. We have a further event, a Wine and Cheese evening planned for 11th April.

36 participants are preparing to go on our biennial trip to Dinard on the weekend of 9th-13th May. The Lord Russell Association have organised a busy schedule, which comprises a full day trip to Jersey, travelling by Fastcat from St Malo, including a full coach tour of Jersey; a Gala Dinner at Dinard Casino; and a day trip to Dinan.

Our AGM will follow shortly after the Dinard trip, on 6th June.
Brian Battye

REDRUTH & DISTRICT
Not much to report this time. Redruth Fun Day was moved from August Bank Holiday to early September to coincide with the new Pasty Festival. Result? Not much fun! Few people ventured as far as the park, so our stall selling bacon baps and tea/coffee did not do a roaring trade.
After that, nothing until our December Christmas buffet which we combined with a quiz.

The Mayor of Plumergat has invited us to attend the ceremonial opening of their new salle polyvalente in May. This will be on the same day as we had planned and booked for the Bretons to be in Redruth!!!! Do other associations have to cope with as many changes of date as we do?|

Lilian Polkinghorne

TRURO-BOPPARD

2013 started with our annual dinner. The venue? The shed at Alan’s!

At our AGM in April we had to blackmail a hardworking union official to be Chairman. Vice chairman also reluctant! No secretary was elected. The treasurer was also reluctant!

Our visit to Germany in October was fantastic. About seven of us enjoyed a great time. I missed it as I was in hospital at the time!

In December we had a Special Meeting called by our treasurer. He couldn’t get any money out of our bank account, but could only put it in! At this meeting a secretary was elected; otherwise the association would have become dormant. We cancelled our Christmas dinner planned for January as only four wanted to eat – it cost too much!! A new dinner date was set for 24 January - in Alan’s shed! We charge £7 per head and cook ourselves. To keep costs to the association down we bring our own booze and bring unwanted pressies for sale for funds. This usually shows an increase of approximately £80 to funds. We supply lemonade, soft drinks and food.
Alan Ranson

TRURO-MORLAIX

The annual trip to Morlaix took place in September and, although numbers were smaller than we have previously had, everyone, including three “novices”, enjoyed their time with our French friends.  Unfortunately, due to some administrative difficulties, the immersion visit in Truro had to be cancelled, as did our planned “Fun and Games” evening.  However, the Quiz night in November was a great success and well attended.  We have just enjoyed our annual lunch, held at the Penventon Hotel, Redruth.  This too was very well attended and proves popular each year.

We hope to send a small group to Morlaix for “immersion” in February. We also plan our popular crêpes evening on 4th March; this is one of the best attended in the year. Our AGM will be held at the end of March.  The annual visit of the Morlaisians to Truro will be from the 25th -28th April and we plan a May Day walk and pub lunch.

The Morlaix Twinning group have a new President, Etiennette Destable, whom several of us know, and we look forward to working with her.  The previous President, Michel Cocheril, had put in sterling work over nearly a decade and well deserves his retirement.  They have a new committee also.

Jean Anderson
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