ASSOCIATION REPORTS – SEPTEMBER 2013
CALLINGTON
Although not strictly a twinning event the first May celebrations for more than 30 years in Callington featured Breton singers, musicians and dancers from Logonas-Daoulas who performed alongside Morris men, clog-dancers and maypole dancers in the streets of Callington. They were totally taken by the day’s activities and were central to the singing in the Bull’s Head (whence they had to be forcibly dragged to their coach to return to Millbay!). Plans are afoot to invite another Breton troupe to the 2014 festivities.
Later in May the Callington boules aficionados thoroughly enjoyed their visit to Seaton for the TCC annual boules competition but unfortunately had to concede defeat in the semis to far superior opposition on the day. In spite of that, the day was a total success and it was good to see the support the event had from associations across the region.
Our annual BBQ in June did not quite enjoy the heat and sunshine which was to follow in later months, but the turn-out was good – and some hardy souls even managed to stay outdoors throughout the event.

In July we once again entered a float in the Callington Carnival, an occasion when the creative team addresses the challenge of finding yet another way to disguise potato boxes. 2013 saw an amazing castle constructed as part of our Norman Conquest theme and, yes, we managed to lift the cup for best adult float for the third year in succession.

In August we set off, some in groups, some as individuals, some in planes, some in cars, for Barsbüttel, our twin town in Northern Germany. Coinciding with their annual Sommerfest, the weekend was a complete success: we took along part of the Callington Community Gospel Choir who enchanted our German hosts with their energy and enthusiasm (as well as their musical skills) at the Sommerfest itself accompanied by a local gospel choir, at a Sunday morning church service and at the farewell dinner. As part of the weekend celebrations Barsbüttel now has a Callingtonstraße and it was great to have our Portreeve and Town Mayor present at the unveiling ceremony.
Coming up shortly we have our Oktoberfest and Oompah Evening and we have imported Kassler (a smoked pork delicacy from Germany) and Sauerkraut especially for the event. So, it will be “all systems go” for an atmospheric evening on 28th  September. Should any local associations like to send along a large or small delegation, just let us know!

Still to come before the end of our twinning year are a Safari Supper, a presence at the Honey Fair, our annual dinner, our annual quiz and the ever popular Burns Night Supper.

Richard Lumley
LAUNCESTON
As news of the diverse activities of Launceston Twinners spreads in the district, the membership continues to grow. 

A family with their three children, a grandson of members and another couple have all signed on in recent months.

The long weekend in our twin town of Plestin les Grèves in May attracted so many Launceston twinners that a larger coach than usual had to be booked – in addition to those taking their cars, who also filled their passenger seats.

In April, we successfully re-introduced a murder mystery evening –  the cast drawn from twinning membership – and a pot dinner. It followed hard on the heels of another successful wine and wisdom evening in a local hotel.  The wine and wisdom had been postponed from an earlier date when it was discovered that three charities had booked the same night, and we had no desire to attract custom away from these.
More twinners and friends are coming along to our French film nights (with English subtitles) in town and enjoying a socialising dinner before the screening.
In January, a coffee morning was held, and with a cake stall, in a church hall; in June we ran a coffee and croissants stall at the Victorian Market in the town square. These activities bolster the kitty used to entertain our visitors from Brittany so twinners do not have to delve too deeply into their pockets at any one time.
A strong contingent of Plestinais visited Launceston in July. Hosts and visitors enjoyed an afternoon at Rosemoor RHS Gardens in Torrington, enjoying a picnic on a perfect English summer's day. In the evening, a dinner was held in Launceston Town H all, with dancing to ‘Choughed to Bits’.
So far this year, ten issues of our pictorial newsletter, ‘The Launceston and Plestin Packet’, were produced, ranging from one page to four. Copies also go to Plestin.

Preparations for the pearl anniversary of our association to be celebrated with twinners from Plestin les Grèves next  year are likely to add to recruitment through publicity in the local media, and through ‘The Packet’.  The association has never been healthier or more active as it approaches its 30th anniversary.

LOSTWITHIEL

From May 10-12 we entertained our friends from Pleyber Christ, with a boat trip from Truro to Falmouth. We spent a few happy hours there and members with their guests shopped - lunched - visited galleries etc before the return coach trip to Lostwithiel. We had our usual evening dinner (this time in the Community Centre) where we were looked after very well with a three-course meal with coffee from the Centre's kitchen. The staff had kindly helped to decorate the hall with welcoming paraphernalia for the visitors. The speeches ensued with their Mayor and others presenting us with memorabilia from our last visit. During this visit they unveiled a plaque for a new roundabout and park 
named after Lostwithiel. During the evening we were presented with a signpost to Pleyber Christ, which is now in the Community Centre.

We were very happy to welcome a new member with young twins to these two events and are hopeful that other young families may join in due course.

In July (Bastille Day) a great afternoon BBQ was held at a member's home; as the weather was so wonderful, most of us sat about chatting but the children were able to wander and investigate this wooded acre.

In October, in the Guildhall, we have organised a display of memorabilia from our friends in Pleyber to our members both old and new as not everyone has seen these items before.  Also, the Mayor of Lostwithiel has kindly agreed to give a talk on the history of the Guildhall.

During November we shall have a Thai evening in the Church Rooms.  We will then organise our Christmas meal.

Sylvia Jackson
PORTHLEVEN

The biannual visit was very important as it gave us the opportunity to celebrate 20 years of our official Twinning. The visit was a huge success with 46 visitors from Brittany made up of friends from way back in the beginning to new members, freshly joined. We are always pleased to see familiar faces but it is great to see new members which will secure the future for our Association. We had recruited some new members here which was a great help when finding hosts for so many people.

We toured Heartlands at Pool, a little damp that afternoon, but the inside attractions saw delighted faces all round; we are so proud of this attraction - Cornish history through and through. Of course, we can use the outside attraction for another visit (which our friends have requested). Our full day trip was in brilliant sunshine. Cream teas and a guided visit to the Healey’s Cider Farm, walk through Newquay town centre, lunch at the gig club. Our official evening celebration, held at Porthleven Public Hall, attended by our very supportive Cornwall Councillor Andrew Wallis and deputy Mayor of Porthleven, Danny Williams, was enjoyed by all. The food was fantastic and the entertainment made up of varied local talent, catering for every taste, was enjoyed by all.  The young group of musicians ‘The Ducks’ so delighted our visitors, who were all on their feet dancing to the music’ that have invited them to attend next year’s huge music festival in Brittany; of course, they have accepted.  We are so proud of these young people.  Porthleven School were also very supportive; we attended the school for an evening of dancing and pasty supper on one of the evenings.  We were delighted to be entertained by the School signing choir, which was VERY moving for all of us, absolutely delightful and talented children led by their dedicated choir mistress.

Now we are back to our fund raising for next time. Over the Autumn and Winter months we will plan pub quizzes at the Atlantic Inn in Porthleven. Our usual paper quiz in time for Christmas, with the prize of a hamper, is always popular. Probably our usual horse racing evening at The Atlantic Inn together with various coffee mornings and cake stalls. Our annual Christmas Fayre will take place in November and planning is underway, items for sale being produced. We hope to have various craft stalls, cake stalls, teas and coffees.  

Audrey Bell

REDRUTH AND DISTRICT TWINNING ASSOCIATION

In early May we went by coach to Plumergat and Meriadec to celebrate 20 years of being twinned with these two small towns in southern Brittany. Breakfast in Morlaix, lunch in Concarneau, and on to our destination in time for an evening of music and dancing and crêpes. And this was only the start!  We visited a World War II museum of the Resistance and Josselin Castle. There was a karaoke evening, a photographic exhibition (20 years of twinning) and a concert, followed by a meal in a fine restaurant, and of course there were speeches and the unveiling of plaques in each town, and did I mention crepes!  

Sunday was the ‘Fête du Cheval’. Were we expected to go riding?  Horrors!  But no! After the blessing of all the horses in the region (a priest with a leafy branch flicking holy water over each horse!), we went to the local Gymkhana and enjoyed the sunshine as we watched local people taking part in show jumping and various countryside competitions.  Next day, home on the ferry, dreaming of c-r-ê-p-e-s!

Back home again the Bluebell Walk in Tehidy Country Park clashed with Cornwall’s rugby match at Twickenham so there were few takers. For Murdoch Day in June we ran a Wine Tombola on our stall. This is a good money-spinner and Cornwall Council assured us that no alcohol licence is required, but of course no one under 18 can take part.  We used the rest of the wine and a few bottles extra for another Tombola at Four Lanes’ Fun Day.

Redruth’s Fun Day has been moved from August Bank Holiday to September to coincide with the Pasty Festival. We shall be selling bacon baps and tea /coffee to raise the money needed for next year’s celebrations in Redruth.
Lilian Polkinghorne

TRURO – PAYS DE MORLAIX TWINNING ASSOCIATION

What have we been up to since our last report.....?
Our Morlaix friends came across to visit us from May 8th to 11th.  As a group we visited Lanhydrock (in the rain), had a lovely meal at Trelissick Barns, attended the civic reception in the City Hall, and enjoyed a boat trip on the River Fal, which included a pasty and pint.  It was rather a short visit this time, but we also had enough free time to ‘do our own thing’ with our guests.

Our May Day walk was another successful event. We visited the new Heartlands project in Pool, near Camborne, then got together for a pub lunch nearby.

The Cream Tea was held on June 15th at the home of Carol and Richard Heginbotham, when the sun shone on us again.
Our Boules sessions have taken place regularly in Boscawen Park in Truro. We had three teams taking part in the County Twinning Association’s Annual Boules Competition. This, of course, was held at the St Germans Twinning Group’s new boules piste at Seaton on 19th May. Our own Eddie Jones Boules competition took place on August 25th, and was followed by a BBQ at the home of Barrie and Sandra Anthony.
Our members will be going to Morlaix on the overnight crossing from Plymouth on September 12th, staying until Monday Sept. 16th, and as I write this we are looking forward to our visit. Over the next few months we have several events planned, including hosting an immersion for any of the Morlaix twinners who wish to take part, various socials, and a New Year Lunch. 

Val Flatt
