ASSOCIATION REPORTS – SEPTEMBER 2014
BODMIN FRENCH

Our visit to Le Relecq Kerhuon in May 2014 started very early on the Friday as we set off at 4.15am from Bodmin to take the early morning ferry from Plymouth with 18 foot passengers in our group. Other members made their way taking cars for a longer visit. All went well until there was a delay of 3½ hours getting into Roscoff, caused by a strike in the port.
Good weather and a wide range of activities – a visit to Castle Taurus, a games afternoon, an art exhibition and the usual gala dinner.

We are now making plans for the French visit in May 2015 and some members events in the coming months. We are hoping to start French conversation evenings once a month; also a bowling evening at Trethorne Leisure Park on 14th November.
June Thomas

CALLINGTON

In early May we were delighted to be part of the Callington MayFest, now in its second year, when we helped accommodate dancers and musicians from Lanilis for the festival. We also took them on a tour of Plymouth on the Friday and also to the Lostfest on the Sunday. The visit was an outstanding success, both in terms of bringing Breton culture to the streets of Callington and also, judging from the smiles throughout the stay (and the odd tear or two at their departure) in terms of broadening the visitors’ horizons. The MayFest committee is hoping to bring another Breton troupe over in May 2015.
In total 60+ visitors from Brittany and Schleswig-Holstein joined us for a long weekend at the end of May and a packed programme included a civic reception and trips within the local area. A gingko tree (also called the Tree of Friendship) was presented to the town by our German twinners to mark our 10th anniversary. Just as a word of warning: one French family never even managed to set foot on English soil during the visit as they had decided, at rather late notice, to bring their pet dog with them – but without meeting all the necessary veterinary stipulations.
In June we enjoyed our annual BBQ with, for once, perfect weather conditions, and in July we once again participated in the Callington Carnival where we came a very acceptable second in the Adult Float class with our tableau based on the Pied Piper of Hamelin.

Sue and I represented Callington Twinning Association and Callington Town Council when we recently attended the festivities to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Guipavas. It was a very moving weekend and, with a delegation from Barsbüttel also present, interesting to note how much progress has been made in terms of international understanding since then.

Much to our chagrin the planned Oktoberfest Oompah Evening planned for yesterday evening had to be cancelled due to lack of numbers. Normally a storming success, we can’t put our finger on the cause. Is the lure of Strictly Come Dancing really that much stronger than a good old thigh-slapping extravaganza? We trust that the response to our annual dinner in November will be more positive. Please note: the alternative Oktoberfest which took place last night chez Lumley with a reduced audience was nevertheless much appreciated!
We still have the annual Honey Fair to attend and also our Plod ‘n’ a Pint event (a gentle stroll followed by a pub lunch) to look forward to in October.
Richard Lumley

LAUNCESTON
Launceston report – May-September 2014

This year – our 30th anniversary – we hosted a group of more than 60 from Plestin-les-Grèves over the long May bank holiday weekend. It was a busy weekend, with a range of activities designed to appeal to both adults and children because our Plestin visitors had 13 children in their party.
Events included a reception hosted by the Launceston Mayor at Laurence House Museum which was the formal ceremony to mark our anniversary. It was followed by a picnic and games in the grounds of Launceston Castle for families. On Sunday, we took our visitors to the Green Man festival at Mount Edgcumbe Country Park, and in the evening we held a dinner and party in the town hall. The final event was a Cornish cream tea on the bank holiday Monday afternoon.
During the dinner our Plestin guests presented us with a delightful watercolour of aspects of Plestin and the official unveiling of the painting will take place on 6 October – the date on which Launceston signed the original twinning charter with Plestin-les-Grèves 30 years ago.
In June we manned a coffee and pain au chocolat stall at the Rotary Victorian Market in the town square and in August an intrepid group of twinners enjoyed a walk at Boscastle, followed by a picnic at the home of chairman Jill Whitechurch and her husband, John.
Our popular French film nights started again early in September and we will be staging another Murder Mystery evening in November.
Highlight of the second half of the year will undoubtedly be our visit to Plestin from 19 to 22 September and our French hosts have an interesting itinerary planned for the weekend.
We have produced a special recipe book – with contributions from both sides of The Channel – as an appropriate souvenir of 30 years of shared hospitality. The books were printed in early September in time for us to take to Plestin and share with our French twins.
The website we launched earlier this year to provide a resource for members is proving successful. The number of hits increases just before events or just after the newsletter is published – when people go to the online gallery to see the latest photographs.  

George Taylor
NEWQUAY

Since my last report membership of Newquay Twinning Association has improved markedly and now stands at 56, with twelve new members having joined in the last twelve months- a 25% rise. Socially and financially the Association is in good health.

In May 38 members participated in the biennial trip to Dinard, where we were well received by the Lord Russell Society and President Bruno Deslandes. During our four-day stay we had a trip to Jersey on the Fastcat, with coach tour of the island, a Garden Party with hog roast, a guided tour of Dinan, and our Gala Dinner at Dinard Casino.

The AGM was held shortly afterwards in June, with members expressing their gratitude for a splendid trip. The officers and committee were re-elected for a further year. 

A series of social events, which serve also as fundraisers, has been organised, with an event every two months. A Cream Tea at the President’s house took place in June, our Summer Buffet was held in August, and coming up are a Curry Night in October, a Christmas Party and a Burns Night in January.

We have now started a course of French lessons for members with the aim of improving our language skills as well as raising further funds for the Association.

Finally, we are now engaged in planning the visit of the Dinard party which will take place from 7th to 11th May 2015.
Brian Battye

PORTHLEVEN - GUISSENY

In May 2014, 14 members visited Guisseny for the bi-annual visit…… Beatrice will verbally report in this. Unfortunately due to sudden ill health, I was unable to join the party visiting this year.

Fund raising

Following the visit, it was time to get back to fundraising for next time. Our last summer event was a cheese and wine, venue provided by Beatrice and Neil. One of our members wrote another excellent quiz for fundraising. This event was held at the Atlantic Inn in Porthleven in early September and raised a goodly amount for the funds. The evening was enjoyed by all. The TCC raffle tickets are selling well; we hope to sell all of those allocated to us. 

Our final event of the year will be our Christmas Fayre and planning is underway. This will be held on the 1st November at Porthleven public hall.  We hope to have various craft stalls, cake stalls, teas and coffees, perhaps even bacon rolls which draw people in, purely by the lovely aroma.  
Audrey Bell 

REDRUTH
In May a group of us went to Plumergat and Meriadec to take part in the opening ceremony of the new community centre in Plumergat – ‘Espace les Hermines’. We had been asked to sing a selection of traditional Cornish songs and we were more than happy to oblige.  Of course, there had to be several speeches both in French and in English. Then, on the Friday, there was a Fest Noz for the whole community.  It was reckoned that there were over 500 people, many of them children, dancing in their huge new hall.  It was quite a sight.

In June for Murdoch Day we had a stall in Redruth’s front street, which is quite steep. Standing all day on the side of a hill with one long leg and one short leg is quite tiring!  Once again we ran a Wine Tombola and thanks to the early distribution of TCC Lottery books we managed to sell several of those tickets as well as the tombola tickets.  All in all it was a successful day with just the right kind of weather.

In July our Breton friends arrived to celebrate 20 years of twinning between our communities.  On Saturday we walked across the causeway to St Michael’s Mount like the monks of old; then we visited the Penlee Gallery to view paintings of the Newlyn School.  There was a celebration dinner with Cornish and Breton dancing at the Penventon Hotel on Sunday and a visit to Charlestown Heritage Centre on the Monday.  The visit culminated in the exchange of gifts and the unveiling of a plaque in St Rumon’s Gardens to commemorate the 20 year friendship.

Lilian Polkinghorne

TRURO-BOPPARD

Somehow Alan is still secretary of our association! We held our AGM early in the year. There had been a problem with the date of the visit by our German friends; we will try to make a permanent date in the future. They came in the last week of August - not a good time in terms of traffic, but everyone enjoyed the tall ships, which provided free entertainment. The Hall for Cornwall came up trumps with free tickets for a performance of “Joseph”. A visit to the Minack proved a good day out, even if all a bit too much for folk that speak English, let alone German! The matinee performance in bright sun was a bit iffy. Nevertheless, all enjoyed the trip and want to come again.
Two evenings were spent eating and meeting members. One meal at The Wig & Pen was paid for by the council. One visitor was ill and fell off my loo at 00.30; he made a grab for anything for help – and broke my towel rail! The doctor was called and I am glad to report that all is now well! We are now trying to work out how we can afford the next time they come.

We flew the flag on Truro Day and had a great time talking to folk that had no idea what fun we have. Erica is persisting with the Kaffee und Kuchen evenings where German is spoken.

Christmas dinner in a local hotel is proving too much for many members, so another New Year’s Dinner in The Shed (with a nominal charge and food cooked by Erica) seems popular enough to get most members to attend a social evening.

I missed the trip to Boppard last year, so went on a private trip to visit the friends that I had missed. My satnav packed up in Somerset and I got lost big time in Belgium – but still managed to have a great time! Unfortunately, I didn’t have enough time to spend more than two days with each pal before time ran out!

Alan Ransom
TRURO-MORLAIX

We have enjoyed both our planned visits this year. The Morlaisians came to Truro in April and we have recently returned from Morlaix, celebrating our 35th Anniversary.
In April, the usual Mayoral Reception took place in one of the Library rooms as the Town Hall had been completely taken over by the Hall for Cornwall for rehearsals. It proved a good venue which we will certainly consider again. A trip to St Ives via the Lelant railway took place in dull drizzly conditions but fish and chips went down well. In the evening we held a dinner at the Penrose Water Gardens with musical entertainment from the Celtic Fiddlers. A visit to Tregrehan Gardens near St Austell proved popular; a previously undiscovered treasure to some.
 A walk along the White River and pub lunch was organised for the May Day bank Holiday but was less well attended due to some difficulties over publicity.
Some of us picnicked at Godolphin and later made a tour of the House in July and our annual Boules Tournament took place in early September on a near perfect day; for once no wind in Boscawen Park!
Membership numbers are adequate but not buoyant and we would like to have more young adults and families signing up. Our French counterparts have recently acquired two families who attended some of our activities in France two weeks ago. Apart from the reception and dinner we visited the château at Rosanbo and the library of ancient and historic books at the Mairie.
We plan an evening of French food, wine and music at the end of November.
Jean Anderson
3

