ASSOCIATION REPORTS – SEPTEMBER 2015
BODMIN FRENCH

Our French friends visited us from the evening of Thursday 30th April to Sunday evening on 3rd May. On the Friday we visited St Ives and then went on to the Minack. The evening was spent with families. On Saturday our evening started with drinks and the Mayor of Bodmin welcomed our guests at Lanhydrock village hall, followed by an evening of entertainment, music, food and dancing. Food was provided by the Big Pan Party Company.
On Sunday several families and French friends went to South Penquite Farm for walks and picnics. That evening our French friends left Bodmin at 7.00pm for the ferry port. All in all, a very enjoyable weekend.

We are now arranging a quiz evening in November and a Burns Night next year. Our visit to France this October has been cancelled as the ferry times give us very little time in France. We shall now be going in May 2016.
June Thomas

CALLINGTON

After our annual Burns Night in January and the St Piran’s Supper in March, recent Callington twinning events have been on a smaller scale. In May we attended the Callington Civic Ceremony and also enjoyed a French soirée with a finger buffet at one of our members’ homes.

In June fortune smiled upon us as the day chosen for our annual BBQ proved to be warm and sunny, a nice change for our resident chef who normally cooks underneath an umbrella rather than a parasol! June also saw a warm reception in Boscawen Park for the TCC boules competition when we were surprised and delighted to retain the cup. Congratulations to Beatrice for organising the event and thank you to Truro for hosting.
July’s Callington carnival gave the opportunity to a number of members to “get creative” and the resulting float and costumes commemorating the Mayflower’s journey to America earned a very creditable second place in the Adult Float category, only beaten by the local Am Dram society who had their entire costume wardrobe at their disposal.
Our next event is an Oktoberfest in the town hall on Saturday 26 September. Anyone interested in joining in with us for an evening of thigh-slapping jollity should see Sue or Rick after this meeting. It’s an absolute bargain at £15 for a three-course meal and entertainment.

Coming up we have our “Plod ‘n’ a Pint”, a leisurely stroll through the local countryside, culminating in a pub lunch, and the annual dinner. The highlight for the end of the year will be our second visit abroad in 2015 when we are invited to Barsbüttel for their Christmas market. A good-sized group, including the Portreeve, two councillors and the town clerk, will meet up with fellow twinners from Guipavas and also from Barsbüttel’s other twin towns – Keila in Estonia and Graal-Müritz on the Baltic coast in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern. It looks like being a really interesting long weekend.
Rick Lumley

LOSTWITHIEL

We had 36 adults and nine children who came to Lostwithiel from Pleyber Christ from 17th-19th April for our twinning weekend. In all we numbered 86 persons. We started our weekend by meeting our friends at the ferry port in Plymouth in the evening. We returned to our homes for refreshments and to catch up with all the news.

On Saturday after enjoying a picnic and a short stay at Gorran Haven, coaches took our guests for a tour of the house and gardens at Caerhayes Castle. Everyone agreed that this was a most enjoyable visit. Caerhayes do not usually open the house at weekends but for group visits they were happy to do so. We had guides to go round the castle and the grounds. There is also a very nice tea room for those not wishing to go round the gardens. All in all they were most helpful and obliging. In the evening a meal was provided at St Bart’s Hall with copious amounts of food and drink being consumed.

On Sunday, after a day with the host families, coaches took our friends back to Plymouth to return on the evening ferry.

On Monday 17th September we are having a film evening in St Bart’s Hall and will be showing a French film entitled “Two Days, One Night”, which was a 2014 Oscar and BAFTA nominated film. We will be serving French refreshments. On Saturday 24th October we are holding a skittles night in St Bart’s Hall. Our Christmas lunch is booked for 5th December vat the Restormel Lodge.

Anne Smee
NEWQUAY

The highlight of our Association’s year was clearly the visit of the Lord Russell Association, Dinard from 7th to 11th May. President Bruno Deslandes, with a party of 39, arrived late on Thursday 7th May after a Roscoff- Plymouth crossing. They had little rest, however, with a full day of activity organised for Friday May 8th. Firstly for the French party a guided tour of Healey’s Cyder Farm at Callestick, with a tour of the orchard and the new production line, tasting of ciders and jams, followed by a pasty and cider lunch.

In the evening of May 8th we celebrated VE Day together with a hog roast at Crantock Village Hall, with music and dancing provided by the Rescorla Centre accordion group. We were able to finish with a wartime singsong, with contributions from the Dinard Association fledgling choir.

After a more relaxing day on Saturday 9th May, we had our traditional Gala Evening at the Atlantic Hotel, Newquay, with live music as well as disco.

Another full day on Sunday 10th May started with a visit for the French party to St Michael’s Mount and lunch at Marazion. In the evening we held a buffet for both Associations at Newquay Golf Club. Entertainment was provided by Oll an Gwella, a singing ensemble of Newquay Male Voice Choir, to which the Dinard choir again contributed.

After an early departure on Monday 11th May, the French party incorporated a visit to HMS Victory before their Portsmouth to St Malo crossing. Subsequent correspondence from France was very complimentary, and many of their members expressed the view that this was the best visit yet.

Such a visit does not come cheap, however, and we have to hold many fundraising events throughout the year. In 2015 we have held a Burns’ Night in January, a Wine and Cheese Evening in April, a Cream Tea afternoon in June, a Summer Buffet in August, and we plan an Italian Evening in October, and finally a Christmas Party. On each occasion our members are very supportive, and since all our meals are produced in-house a fine profit is made. Together with subscriptions and contributions from Secretary Brian’s French lessons for members, we hope to replenish our coffers before the next visit in May 2017. 

Brian Battye

ST IVES
We have very little to report at the moment on the twinning front.  Despite our 'Breton Evening' held in the spring to try and generate fresh interest and membership, little has been forthcoming.  We have a twinning committee meeting scheduled for the autumn and I will keep you posted on any new activities.

Sally MacCabe

TRURO-BOPPARD
Erica has a Kaffee und Kuchen evening on a regular basic where many of us try to speak in German and these are proving to be very successful. We had a Lunch at the Trennick Mill near Boscowen Park. It was well attended by about six members. It went well! July saw most of us having strawberries at tea time in the garden at Alan’s. Our usual Stammtisch at The County Arms is attended by at least four members.
Three of us returned from Boppard on Monday of this week, after having a great time with our Twinners in Germany. With only three of us they pushed the boat out. We will have a hard job to do them proud, as next year marks our twenty-fifth anniversary.

Alan Ranson
TRURO-MORLAIX

Truro Twinners had a most successful visit to Morlaix at the end of May and were delighted, amongst other things, to be able to tour the Exotic Gardens at Roscoff. We also had a most interesting visit to St Pol de Leon seeing and learning about bits of the town and its history that many of us knew nothing about. The weather for our picnic on the Île de St Anne was perfect and we had a secluded area with sea views to ourselves. The trip was rounded off by a wonderful evening meal at Roscoff in an upstairs room overlooking the harbour. Once again we were overwhelmed by the warmth and generosity of our Breton Hosts.
We have since had a number of fun/fundraising events with our regular first Sunday of the month boules ending with the Eddie Jones Tournament on August bank holiday. We also had a walk and lunch on May Day, a cream tea in July and a summer evening BBQ in August.
Truro was the venue for the County Boules Championship and we were thrilled to welcome so many fellow County Twinners to the city pitch at Boscowan Park in June. Once again the weather favoured us all.
We are now in the final stages of the planning of the visit by 20 Morlasians this coming Thursday to Monday and have a full programme with a trip down the Falmouth River and a day trip to Tintagel.
Alison Mandeville
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